
Camrose 2017 biographies – Ireland 
 
JOHN CARROLL  
 
John is a Research & Development Manager with a software house based in Dublin. With 
regular partner, Tommy Garvey, he has won a number of caps for Ireland on the European 
stage, and was on the Irish team that finished in Silver Medal Position in Warsaw in 2006 
and in 4th position in the World Teams Championships in Lille in August 2012. Tom and Hugh 
were also on that successful team. 
 
If this wasn’t enough to be busy with, he and his wife Ann Marie, also an international 
player, have two boys under the age of eleven! 
 
TOMMY GARVEY 
 
Tommy was introduced to Bridge more than 30 years ago, by his father, Donal. Tommy 
works in London as an actuary, returning home to raid for trophies every so often. 
 
He and John made their open team international debut in Italy at the European 
Championships in Montecatini in 1997 and in doing so, achieved a distinction shared by only 
one other family in Irish bridge – the O’Connells from Cork, who until Tommy and Donal 
appeared, were the only father and son to play on the Irish team together. 
 
Tommy is married to Kit and they are also the proud parents of two small boys. 
 
TOM HANLON  
 
Born in 1967 and originally from Rochfortbridge, Co. Westmeath, Tom (aka “Kinder”), now 
living in Dublin, has been playing bridge since 1981. He will explain how he got the sobriquet 
“Kinder”!! In 2004 he became Ireland’s youngest Grand Master.   Kinder moved straight 
from the Irish Junior Team to the Irish Open Team in 1994, following which he regularly 
represented Ireland in International events.  Having more than 40 National titles under his 
belt he has won the Camrose (5 times), and the Lederer (twice). 
 
When not playing bridge Tom is fond of the odd game of poker! 
 
HUGH McGANN 
 
From Fermoy in Co. Cork , Hugh now lives in North Yorkshire and works in Leeds as a doctor 
specialising in infectious diseases. He formed a partnership with Tom Hanlon in 1991 and 
won a silver medal in the E.U. Junior Pairs in 1993.  He has shared Tom’s recent successes 
with the Irish Open Team.  Hugh reached Grand Master rank in 2008. 
 
With Tom, Hugh was part of the European Team that took part in the first two stagings of 
the Warren Buffett Cup. Europe beat USA in September 2008 in Louisville, Kentucky having 
lost in Dublin in 2006. He lives with his partner Fiona Brown and together they finished 
fourth in the World mixed pairs in Verona in 2006. 
 
 
 
 



RORY BOLAND 
 
Rory Boland is yet another extremely youthful looking Irish player, begging the question – 
“How do they not get stressed??” – Answer – “stay single!” 
 
Rory over the years has played with two greats of Irish bridge -Niall Toibin & Pat Walshe – 
both of whom passed away long before their time and Rory insists he taught them all he 
knew. 
 
Rory, playing then with Niall Toibin, with Tom & Hugh, was part of the CBAI team that won 
the Camrose the year after the CBAI return to the event in 1999 – 2000 and Mark was NPC 
that year. 
 
MARK MORAN 
 
Mark also was part of a Camrose winning CBAI team with Tom & Hugh, when they won in 
2005. At that time, he was playing with Peter Pigot. 
 
Mark has recently “semi” retired and has decided that he too will listen to the “pearls” from 
Rory – so far very successfully. 
 
GRAINNE BARTON (NPC) 
 
Grainne, herself an international medal-winner and former Lady Milne player, has taken to 
the job as NPC of this team like a duck to water! Her first major success with the team was in 
Monaco in October 2013 when they were narrowly beaten in the final of the Cavendish 
Teams, leaving the greats of world bridge playing in the “Plate”!! Since then, she has 
captained the team in many events across Europe. 


