
Camrose 2017 biographies – SBU 
 

Samantha Punch and Stephen Peterkin 

This is Sam’s third Camrose with Stephen. She has played in the Scottish women’s team since 2008, recently 
coming 4th in the Olympiad in Poland. She is Dean of Graduate Studies at Stirling University where she is also 
doing research on the Sociology of Bridge, currently exploring the question: ‘Why are men more successful 
at bridge than women?’ If you are willing to answer a few questions related to this topic, she would be keen 
to hear from you: s.v.punch@stir.ac.uk 
 
This is Stephen's fourth time playing for Scotland in the Camrose, last time playing with Derek Sanders. He 

formed a partnership with Sam seven years ago and they were on the winning team for the 

Commonwealth’s transnational teams in Glasgow. Some of you may recognise him as a regular BBO 

operator. He is a classically trained pianist but more recently has been teaching English to students from 

across Europe. 

Iain Sime and John Matheson 

Iain is a Chartered Tax Adviser with a blue chip law firm in Edinburgh. However, he is due to retire in 
February, so will be able to devote more time to futile pastimes like supporting the Scotland and Hearts 
football teams, clearing out the garage and playing bridge. Regarding the latter, Iain is evidence of the 
perceived wisdom that if you want to be any good at this game, you have to learn to play bridge before you 
are 30.  
 
Despite being no good, Iain has been a regular in the Scottish Camrose team over the past ten years, which 
proves how great a player John Matheson must be........ or how easy it is to make it into the Scottish 
Camrose team. Iain's best bridge results were partnering John Murdoch in the Scottish senior team, which 
won a European bronze medal and reached the Quarter Finals of the D'Orsi Bowl in Bali. Iain's wife Linda is 
now semi-retired and has just started to learn bridge, expecting to make the Camrose team in a couple of 
years.  
 
John is a retired GP, very happily married to Trish.  His first Camrose cap was in 1968, and he has partnered 
many of Scotland's finest bridge players.   He loves watching cricket, and following the stock market, when 
he isn’t busy with Bridge. Always willing to help, he is the “go to” guy for many top players who are seeking 
advice, and has also spent a lot of time coaching some of the less experienced partnerships. 
 
Frazer Morgan and Phil Stephens 

These two are conveniently lumped together as they have so much in common. Both came up through the 

Junior ranks, gaining useful experience at International level, then moved seamlessly into the Camrose team 

a few years ago, and have each played a few times, although not always with each other. Living and working 

in England makes playing in Scottish events quite difficult, and having really busy lives means they find it 

almost impossible to respond to emails, far less write a pen portrait. Luckily they have a ghost writer. 

Anne Symons (NPC) 

 
Anne has been a regular member of the Scottish Ladies team for a number of years, playing in Lady Milnes, 
Europeans and Olympiads. She has also been part of the only women’s pair to play in the Camrose for 
Scotland. She has quite a lot of captaincy experience with Juniors and Seniors, but this is her first foray in to 
world of the Camrose as NPC. 
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