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INTRODUCTION 

 

Various general regulations and conditions of play apply to all English Bridge Union 

competitions which involve matches played privately. These are contained in a 

separate document, “Knockout Competitions Regulations”, which should be read 

alongside this document listing regulations specific to this competition. 

 

All these regulations and conditions are supplementary to, and in certain cases a 

replacement of, general EBU regulations as contained in various EBU publications (e.g. 

‘Blue Book’, ‘White Book’, Diary, Website).  All such general EBU regulations continue 

to apply unless specifically stated otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any correspondence or enquiries regarding this competition should initially be 

addressed to: 

 

 The Competitions Secretary 

 The English Bridge Union 

 Broadfields, Bicester Road 

 Aylesbury, HP19 8AZ. 

 

 Tel:  01296 317203 or 317205 

 Fax:  01296 317220 

 

 E-mail:  knockout@ebu.co.uk 
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SPECIAL NATIONAL INTER-CLUB KNOCKOUT 

 REGULATIONS (including the National Inter-Club Knockout Plate) 

 

1 Entry is limited to fully affiliated EBU bridge clubs.  Entries should be submitted by 

the Club Secretary, who should be satisfied of the credentials of the players due to 

represent the club.   

 

2 It is left to individual clubs themselves to ensure that their members meet the 

criteria outlined below and are thus eligible to represent them.  Clubs are also asked 

to ensure that their representatives match the ethos of the competition.  If any 

complaints are received that a team does not meet these criteria, the club will be 

required to explain in what way they believe the players to be eligible. 

 

3 There is no limit to the number of teams which may be entered by any given club.  

Teams should be referred to as club teams ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’ and so on in no particular 

order of preference. 

 

4 Each team may comprise four, five or six players.  At least four of the players must 

be nominated at the time that the entry is submitted; extra players may be added at 

any time and should be duly nominated before participating. 

 

5 This competition is intended for bridge clubs to be represented by their regular 

players or established members.  All players must be members of the affiliated club 

and must have been so for at least three months immediately prior to the day on 

which they first represent the club.  Moreover, nominated players must play 

regularly at the club or for the club or contribute regularly in some other way OR 

have met this criteria in previous years, yet be unable to currently do so through 

some personal circumstance (e.g. illness, work, childcare, etc.). 

 

6 No players may represent more that one team participating in the competition 

during the year of the competition.  However, the fact that a player may represent 

some other club in the Garden Cities Trophy or in any other club competition does 

not bar that player from representing a different club in this competition. 

 

7 There will be a number of seeded teams will be exempted until round 2 or round 3.  

In principle it will be the latter, but a final decision will not be made until the full 

entry list has been examined.  Seeded teams will not be eligible for the NICKO Plate. 
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8 Matches will initially be of 24 boards, to be played in two stanzas of 12 boards with 

a compulsory change of opponents at half time.  Team captains shall toss for choice 

of seating rights in the first stanza. 

 

Where a team has more than four players who intend to play in the match one pair 

may be replaced by the sitting out pair after six boards of a 12-board stanza 

provided that advance notice is given of this intention to the opponents.  Note, 

however, that the teams can only compare scores after 12 boards have been 

played. 

 

Matches in the quarter-finals and semi-finals will be of 32 boards, to be played in 

four stanzas of eight.  Seating rights operate as follows: 

 

(a) The captain who wins the toss may take the first choice or may pass that choice 

to his opponent. 

 

Choices are then made as follows in the quarter-final or semi-final. 

 

(b) 1st
 choice: the one captain selects one stanza in which he will have seating rights 

(ie how to place his own pairs after opponents have nominated their line-up); 

2
nd

 choice: the other captain next selects two of the remaining three stanzas in 

which he will have seating rights, and the remaining stanza is then taken by the 

captain who had first choice. 

 

9 The final will be a 48-board match, to be played in six stanzas of eight.  Seating 

rights operate as follows. 

 

(a) The captain who wins the toss may take the first choice or may pass that choice 

to his opponent. 

 

Choices are then made as follows: 

 

(b) 1st
 choice: the one captain selects any two stanzas in which he will have seating 

rights (ie how to place his own pairs after opponents have nominated their line-

up), save that he may not select both stanzas 5 & 6; 2
nd

 choice: the other 

captain next selects three of the remaining four stanzas (which may include 

both stanzas 5 & 6 if these have not already been taken) in which he will have 

seating rights.  The remaining stanza is then taken by the captain who had first 

choice. 
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10 The draw prior to the quarter-finals will be arranged so as to avoid excessive 

journeys for the away team, and so as to avoid teams from the same club being 

drawn against each other wherever possible (though teams from the same county 

could well be drawn against each other).  However, teams from the same club may 

be drawn against each other prior to the quarter-final stage if the only alternative 

would cause excessive travelling for one or more teams. 

 

The draw for the quarter-finals onwards will be absolutely random, so teams from 

the same club may be drawn against each other at this stage, and long journeys 

could be involved. 

 

11 Master points will be awarded in the form of Green Points for each round won as 

follows: 

 

 R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 

 Round of 257 round round round round round quarter- semi- Final 

 Or more of 256 of 128 of 64 of 32 of 16 final final 

 1 1 2 2 3 3 4 6 8 

 

Master Points cards will not be issued.  Instead, all Master Points will be direct-

credited using the details supplied by team captains on the official match result slip.  

All Master Points will be direct-credited shortly after the final has been played. 

 

12 Prizes will be awarded to the top eight teams.  All prizes are quoted on a ‘per team’ 

basis, and will be automatically credited directly to the team captain’s EBU account. 

 

  Winners   £600 

  Runners-up  £420 

  Losing semi-finalists £240 

  Losing quarter-finalists £120 

 

13 Permissible systems 

This is a ‘Level 4’ competition. 

 

14 Final ‘play by’ dates for rounds are found on the event results page of the website. 

The date and venue of the final should be decided by the team captains by mutual 

agreement. 

 

15 The Plate competition will be open to all teams who are defeated in their first 

match of the main event, whether in Round 1 or, after a Round 1 bye, in Round 2.  
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There is no additional fee for the Plate, and it will be assumed that all eligible teams 

will wish to enter the Plate unless you advise us to the contrary.  Seeded teams are 

not eligible for the Plate. 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY NATIONAL INTER-CLUB 

KNOCKOUT PLATE REGULATIONS 

 

All conditions (numbers 1-15) contained in the main document relating to the National 

Inter-Club Knockout apply, except as amended below. 

 

16 Matches will be of 24 boards up to and including the round of the last 16.  The 

quarter-finals* and semi-finals are to be 32 boards (played in 4 stanzas) and the 

final 48 boards (6 stanzas). 

 

* for the quarter-finals the two captains may agree in advance to play a 24 or 28 

board match, these would be 4 stanza matches, seating rights are as contained in 

the main document. 

 

17   Matches up to and including the quarter-final will be arranged wherever possible so 

as to avoid excessive travelling and so as to avoid teams from the same club 

meeting each other.  The draw for the semi-final will be entirely random.  

 

18   Green Points will be awarded as follows: 

 

 R1  R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 

 round of round round round round quarter- semi- Final 

 129 or more of 128 of 64 of 32 of 16 final final 

 ½    1 1 1½  1½ 2 3 4 

 

19  Prizes will be awarded to the top two teams.  All prizes are quoted on a ‘per team’ 

basis and will be automatically credited to the team captain’s EBU account. 

 

  Winners   £240 

  Runners-up  £120 

 

20  Final ‘play by’ dates for rounds are found on the event results page of the website. 

The date and venue of the final should be decided by the team captains by mutual 

agreement. 
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English Bridge Union 

Broadfields, Bicester Road 

Aylesbury, Bucks 

HP19 8AZ 

tel: 01296 317200  fax: 01296 317220 

e-mail: postmaster@ebu.co.uk 

website: www.ebu.co.uk   

 
 


