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About the EBU? 

The English Bridge Union Limited (EBU) is a membership-funded organisation committed 
to promoting the game of duplicate bridge. It is also a National Bridge Organisation in its 
own right affiliated to the European Bridge League and the World Bridge Federation. 

The EBU is made up of 39 constituent County Associations each with nominees holding 
shares. At its AGM in November, the shareholders elect a Board of eight directors and 
then, among their number, a Chairman and Vice-Chairman. They may then appoint a 
further two directors. 

The 39 counties own shares in the company English Bridge Union Limited. The number of 
Shareholders they have is based on the number of EBU members within their respective 
Counties. The Shareholders currently meet twice a year to assist their elected Board in 
determining policy in the government of the game and general EBU matters. 

Every year at the AGM, the Shareholders also elect an Honorary Treasurer and three 
committees. The committees, accountable to the EBU Board, are the Tournament 
Committee, Laws and Ethics Committee and International Selection,each consist of seven 
elected members. 

In addition, there are sub committees of the Board which include the Editorial board, 
Education Sub Committee, and Membership Development. 

The national headquarters of the English Bridge Union are in Aylesbury where around 
twenty professional people support and advise the committees, help implement policy, 
and assist the membership. 

 
The EBU: 

- Provides the infrastructure for the game, ensuring that fairness operates at 
every level, so you know you will be playing by the same rules in any affiliated 
club, or local or national tournament. 

- Supports clubs in the running of games at a local level, and counties in the 
running of games at a regional level. 

- Organises, promotes and runs national competitions. 
- Selects, supports, and trains international teams at all levels, to enable 

competition in British, European and World events. 
- Produces a bi-monthly magazine for all members. 
- Administers the Master Point Scheme and National Grading Scheme, to help 

players assess their standing within the English game. 
- Co-operates with other agencies in the scientific investigation and publicising 

of the health benefits of playing bridge: increased mental fitness, reduced risk 
of developing Alzheimer's Disease, enhanced immune system, benefits 
associated with a healthy social life, etc. 

- Works with an All Party Parliamentary Group to help develop an awareness of 
the social benefits of bridge at national government level. 

http://www.ebu.co.uk/biographies/ebu
http://www.ebu.co.uk/laws-and-ethics/committee
http://www.ebu.co.uk/internationals/selection-committee
http://www.ebu.co.uk/masterpoints
https://www.ebu.co.uk/ngs
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- Promotes bridge to the national media to help ensure the representation and 
further development of the game.  

- Runs a shop to supply bridge equipment and accessories to clubs and players 
at competitive prices. 

- Supports the charity English Bridge Education and Development to assist in 
their work to bring the game to new players, and organise lessons for players, 
teachers and Tournament Directors.  

 
 
Universal Membership 
 
Universal Membership was introduced on 1st April 2010.  
 
A small amount from the fee that is paid by each player to take part in a game at an 
affiliated club is paid to the EBU. Each player thereby becomes a member of the EBU 
through this payment. No additional membership fee need be paid by each member 
directly to the union. Any player who does not play at an affiliated club, or who lives 
outside England, however, can chose to pay a direct membership fee and receive all the 
benefits of joining. 
 
Clubs can choose to affiliate with the EBU, and receive the benefits of membership, 
however not all clubs do so. Those people who play at an unaffiliated club would not 
automatically be a member of the EBU through Universal Membership, and as a result not 
all bridge players in England are members of the EBU. It is estimated there are around 
200,000 people who play at unaffiliated clubs, or local community groups. The spread and 
popularity of bridge in England is therefore far beyond what can be measured by simple 
membership of the EBU.  
 

If you require any further information on the EBU, please contact the Communications Officer on 
01296 317215 or at press@ebu.co.uk  
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