
Bv Peter Stocken

MULLINGAR in County Westmeath seems a long
n,ay from anywhere, which is probably why the
people are so friendly, ihe beds so soft and the
tridge so enjoyable. One Saturday morning in dark-
est F.ebruary a motley bunch of twenty-four bridge
players together with their non-playing_ and decid-
Edly unmotley captain arrived at Dublin {irpo1!.
They flew in from sundry airports all over the UK,
hugging their duty-frees and mumbling.about their
svsJemiards, to be bussed to Mullingar for ihe third
Irish-English Friendly International'

There had been another - and rather
more notorious - Irish-English Friendly
inr.olving an outdoor sport a few days
before, and we had co-operated fully
rrith the authorities to ensure that
'r,indesirable elements' had been left
'rehind in Blighty. In view of the eventu-
al result of our match we were ciearly
not entirely successful in this and we
'.' ill be rigorously reviewing our screen-
:ng procedures next year.

the trophy in contention was the
J.rm Cairdis - Cup of Friendship - and
::e score to date was Ireland One,
:rgland One. Everything to PlaY for,
l:er-or.

Of the six teams, the Open, Ladies and':riors are selected, the Club and

- :rntv evolve, and the Officials just is.
-:. lai1er's track record in these match-

=. i"oth against Ireland and the Dutch,
- .,: been fairly distinguished. Indeed on
:. =rdl occasions they have hauled the
- :-shots' out of the mire. Well,
-=:rer because of the change of chair-

- - !1r because they don't make the sort
' ::icials these days that they used to,

::icials team did not actuallY win a

- . . -:. though they had their moments:

Open
Ladies
Juniors
County
Club
Officials

lreland
63
56
67
77
44
71

337378

An lrish gift to every English player

I told those who had not attended one
before that they would be delighted and
entranced by the evening, the combina-
tion of song and dance and wit exceeded
even my own expectations. Throughout
the weekend the bridge players of
Mullingar looked after us quite excep-
tionally and an indication of their
prowess in the organisation of the event
is that not only was the maior sponsor,
Bord na Mona, one of the prominent
public utilities in Ireland, but the ban-
quet was attended by the Minister of
Tourism and Trade.

We look forward to next year's match,
when Yorkshire CBA will be the hosts
and when hopefully we will regain the
trophy.

The EBU

rhe $zils..u Shop
is proud to announce
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' Harris McGann

2e No
61.11(z) No

:-:n't think of anything better
-: r'r'eral times this weekend,

:ace5
: \ on i. bul rt miSht ti\ c

: '::it be a heart loser or two
_::: else

. - - -: :-:i: landed 13 tricks. In
- *.r:e studious auction--+

, - - -r i: rr.rvll1' efforts by
' r: r:: Onen team that

Everything
to play for,
Irevof...
England

80
65
26
68
57
41

England Teams: OPen - Paul
Bowyer, John Helme, Andrew
Dyson, Glyn Liggins; Ladies - Jill
Casey, Kay Preddy, Sandra LandY,
Michele HandleY; Juniors
Catherine Ashment, James
Saunders, Michael Collins, Luke
Kerr; County - Bernard & Rhona
Goldenfield, David Roberts, Liz Muir;

did the mire-extraction, winning all
their matches and keeping our hopes
afloat until almost the end. With ten
boards to go only a few VPs separated
the two countries. It's never over till it's
over, Trevor. However, a last strong per-
formance by the Irish gave them a victo-
ry of 387-337YPs.
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This hand near the end helPed the
Irish considerably: four of their six pairs
reached 7V while none of ours did and
one particular pair ran out of steam at
game level - see note (2) on the first
hand.

The culmination of these friendly
internationals is the banquet and though
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books

The Bridge S/zop stocks a small
range of classic tutorial texts as
well as technical reference books.
Unlike other goods, the price at
which we sell the tutorial texts is
restricted by publishers' agree-
ments, so we have to add a

postage cost to the recommend-
ed price when sold on their own.
However, if you purchase books
in an order that also includes at
least f,10 of other goods, we will
supply the books free of postage.
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