How your purposes are for the public benefit

Questions to support our assessment of how the organisation’s purposes meet the public benefit requirement.  Explain for each of your organisation’s purposes:

1. Who your organisation is set up to benefit? (PB1, 5)
a. The general public in the locality of ................................

2. How your organisation’s purpose is beneficial (PB1, 3)
a. The organisation provides facilities and competitions to enable people to play duplicate contract bridge, a mind sport which has been shown to have significant health benefits.

3. Whether any detriment or harm might result from your organisation’s purpose.  If so, describe this and explain how this will impact on the public and the people you benefit.  (PB1, 5)
a. No detriment or harm will result from the organisation’s purpose and activities
4. Who will benefit personally from your organisation’s purpose?  Describe who will benefit and how.  (PB1,6)
a. Members will benefit through having the opportunity to play duplicate contract bridge

Carrying out your purposes for the public benefit

Questions to assist us in assessing how the organisation’s trustees will carry out the purposes for the public benefit.  Explain for each of your organisation’s purposes:

1. How will the trustees carry out the purposes?  (PB2,2, 3, 5)
a. By managing the club efficiently and effectively, in line with the purposes and principles laid out in the Constitution

2. In carrying out the purposes how will the trustees manage risks of harm to the public/beneficiaries? (PB2,4)
a. By ensuring the club abides by the legal requirements laid on any organisation that provides access to the general public
b. By operating within the governance framework defined by the Constitution and the Good Governance Guide
3. In carrying out the purposes how will the trustees make decisions about who can benefit? (PB2,5)
a. The Trustees will have an open membership policy, limited only by any reasonable restrictions that the club may place on membership
4. In carrying out the purposes, how will the trustees ensure that personal benefits are no more than incidental? (PB2,6)

a. By operating within the governance framework defined by the Constitution and the Good Governance Guide and regularly reviewing the club’s operation against these documents.
5. If the organisation has a membership, how will the trustees ensure that this is a suitable way of carrying out the purposes for the public benefit? (PB2, Annex A)
a. By ensuring any restrictions on membership are necessary and do not have a significant impact on the charity’s ability to meet its public benefit obligations.

6. If the organisation will restrict physical access to its facilities, please explain how this helps to carry out the purposes for the public benefit and how the amount of access is appropriate. (PB2 Annex B)
a. There are no restrictions on physical access to the club
7. If the organisation charges for its services and facilities, specify what these are and why the charges are made.  If the trustees consider the organisation’s charges are more than the poor can afford, please explain what provision the organisation will make for the poor to benefit and how the trustees will ensure that the level of provision for the poor is more than minimal.  (PB2, Annex C)
a. There is an annual membership fee of £X and a charge of £Y each time a member plays.  These charges are to cover the cost of equipment, stationery and other running costs.  The club is a not-for-profit organisation and all funds are used for the benefit of members. The Trustees consider these charges to be affordable even by the poor.
