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British Summer Sim Pairs — Monday 30" July

Who doesn’t know and love Andrew Robson?

His clear insight into the bidding and play make his commentaries a
pleasure to read. Andrew is renowned as one of Britain’s foremost
bridge player-teacher-writers.

Through his acclaimed daily column in the Times, Andrew’s clear
yet relaxed style has inspired tens of thousands of bridge lovers.

Rated one of the world’s best players, Andrew has had countless

tournament successes over the past twenty-five years.

If you would like to read more of Andrews hands, why not visit our bridge shop and
pick up one of his books? http://www.ebu.co.uk/bridgeshop

aA4 Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all
vA1097 West North East South
+842 INT P P
«AQ102 24 Dbl P 3v

AJ109873 A Q65 End

vJ5 vQ64

¢+ AK +Q63 One is taught not to bid again after opening 1NT, but when neither-

%J97 %8543 side is vulnerable (the bidder’s vulnerability in the part-score zone)
aK2 and you have a doubleton in the suit overcalled, it pays to make a
vK832 take-out double. At teams South would try for the game bonus and
+J10975 bid 4% but it doesn’t pay to push for close games at pairs so he
*K6 settles for 3v (hearts not clubs as North is morally certain to have

HCP Makeable contracts | | four hearts for his double of 2a).
" N Z Z Z I NST In 3v, West cashes ¢AK and switches to aJ. Playing flat out, win
10 6 STalalal13]| #K, crossto vA then cash K, over to «AQ, cash aA then run v 10.
10 E|-[-]-]-1-1|Westwins #J but you ruff his forced spade return in hand whilst
w throwing ¢8 from dummy. Cash vK and claim 10 tricks. N-S +170.

A 85 Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
v8632 West North East South
+ A105 le P
Q853 1a P 44 P

AA432 AaKQ106 ANT P 54 P

vA95 vKQJ 6NT end

+KJ3 +Q7642

+KJ9 *A East's 4% is a splinter — as you may have read in January’s English
AJ97 Bridge | am happy to splinter into a singleton honour — because | love
v1074 to splinter. West'’s club holding is rather wasted but his holding in
+98 partner's diamonds plus the two major-suit aces are huge and he
«107642 bids Roman Key Card Blackwood. 54 shows two of the five aces

HCP Ma':eati'e C:’“”:‘“S (aK is an “ace”) plus #Q. West can anticipate that diamonds will run

16 17

NT

S(mjn|z
N
(o))
(63}
o))
»

so there should be 12 tricks in NT as well as spades. Hungry for the
extra 10 points he bids 6NT and earns a (shared) top. E-W +990.
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aAJ97 Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vQ95432 West North East South
¢+ A85 14
*- P lv P 3NT
A 1084 AG52 P 44 P 6NT
vAS8 vJ1076 End
+Q962 0174
%10532 %864 Tricky slam for N-S to bid here. Should South upgrade and open
AKQ3 247? | say no, but there is ambiguity when he opens 1& then rebids
vK 3NT —is he showing a balanced 19, or a clubby hand? | quite like the
+K103 latter - it is sensible to play a 1NT rebid as 15-17 and a 2NT rebid as
*AKQJ97 18-19, freeing up the 3NT rebid as a hand with a trick source in the
HCP Makeable contracts || suit opened. North now has an awkward bid, but 4a shows partner
" N Z ; Z g NGT where he lives, enabling South to bid the final contract — with a small
6 2 STel212 66| Singleton heart he'd bid 6% not 6NT. Not a very scientific auction —
21 El-1-1-1-]-|butanextremely effective one! N-S +1020.
W - -
aQ32 Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
vJ1054 West North East South
+A98 1la P 24 P
*K43 2v P 4v end
AaAJ1075 A 94
vK986 vAQ32 It is a bit guessy whether West should rebid 2¢ or 2v. 24 is cheaper
+ KJ65 *72 but 2w is the more valuable major — the clinching factor. North has a
*- *AJ985 nightmare lead v the ensuing 4¥. Tempting though it is to barrel out
AK86 ¢+ A (the unbid suit), North’s useful major-suit cards suggest a slow
i defence and he should begin with 3, which is hardly safe but rates
+Q1043 to give less away than ¢A. Declarer wins %3 with &A throwing ¢5
+Q10762 and leads and passes 9. North wins aQ and leads %4 to %8, %10
HCP Makeable contracts .
=1+ v lanT||2nd ruff. Declarer crosses to vA, leads to 410, cashes aA felling aK
10 N ~ -] and does best to lead a7. Away go both dummy’s diamonds and
12 11 S|-[-[-1-1-1]|declarer scrambles ten tricks. E-W +620.
7 E[1]2]4][3]2
wli]1[4]3]2
A A106 Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
vKQ72 West North East South
+K1065 P INT end
»62
aQ2 aK743 Strong notrumpers may reach 2a via 1v-1a-2a (four-card majors) or
v 109643 vJ8 le-1a-2a (five-card majors). Modern style is to lead %K (not the
+QJ7 ¢+A93 traditional %7) from East’s holding v the most likely contract of 1NT,
+J83 *KQ97 unwilling to give up a cheap trick. Declarer wins dummy’s %A and
4J985 leads aJ (to tempt a cover). He'll likely get one too (should he?): aJ,
vAS AQ, AA, a3, then 410. Declarer will still be held to just seven tricks
+842 for after winning aK (this trick or next), East will lead %9 (best ,in
— *All\;)j(jable | case declarer began with #8x), then &7 to #J and West will switch to
1o lvlalNT +Q. The defence will thus score three clubs, two diamonds and a
12 N 1 511 1| spade. N-S +90.
6 13 S 1 2 (1
9 E -1
W HRE
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A A10 Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
vAKQ72 West North East South
*A P P
*AQJ32 P 24 P 2¢
aQ42 AJ9763 P 2v P 3v
v- vJ84 P 48 P 54
+J9642 ¢+ K753 P 5¢ P 54
*98654 *7 P TNT end
a K85
v 109653 The key here is North’s 44 bid — a natural slam try not just the lowest
+Q108 ace. South knows his %K is huge and cue bids it; North’s 54 is a cue
+K10 and South can cue bid his aK as he denied #A when he bid 5& (not
HCP Makeable contracts 1 4 o) - North can now count 13 tricks (assuming decent splits) — five in
| o[ v]|a|NT . .
24 N1sl1-171217||heartsand clubs, AAK and ¢A. Hungrily he bids for the extra ten
3 5 s|7[-]712[7]]points. N-S +1520 and a two-board round in which East-West will
8 E|-|-1-]-1-1]]|feellike asking for a refund on their table money.
w - -
AA64 Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
vJ85 West North East South
+87 INT
108752 2v end
A4J108 aQ73
vAK7432 v96 Normally with four spades and two hearts you would reopen the
+Q2 ¢ A106543 | bidding having opened 1NT (see Board One where North wasn’t
Q3 *KJ even in the pass-out seat). Here, though, South is vulnerable and his
AK952 vQ10 look defensive. If South does reopen (with a take-out double),
vQ10 North should bid a quick and confident 2a. He might be allowed to
+KJ9 play there and escape for down one and just -100. However I'm
*A964 guessing at most tables West will make a quiet +110 in 2 for an
HCP Makeable contracts average plus score.
| e |v|a|NT
5 N[1[-[-[1]-
12 10 s[al-]-[1
13 E[-|2]2]-
W 2]2] -
AAQJ5 Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all
v84 West North East South
41085 INT P 2¢ P
«*KQ63 2v Dbl P 36
aAK74 A963 3y P P 44
vAKQ9 vJ7653 End
+Q73 +AJ96
%974 %5 Courageous last bid, that 4%, but love all is the bidder’s vulnerability
41082 in the part score zone and South knows he’ll do better declaring than
v102 defending 3v providing one or other contract makes. Here itis 4%
* K42 that makes, thanks to successful finesses in both spades and
+«AJ1082 diamonds. Move a card and now, though 4 will now fail, 3v will
HCP Makeable contracts | | make, That's the basis of the Law of Total Tricks — which works on
*|e|v|aNTH 4his deal because there are 18 trumps (E-W's hearts + N-S’s clubs)
12 N[4]-]-[4]1 .
14 6 sTal-1-Tarz1]|and 18 tricks. N-S +130.
8 E[-[2]2]-]-
W 2]2]-
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aKQJ4 Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
vKQJ7 West North East South
¢ A95 lv P 24
%86 P 2NT P 3v
A 10865 A9032 P 34 P 3NT
v8532 vA6 End
+Q8 +J6432
*AQ9 %J105 N-S scientifically explore the possibility of either eight-card major-suit
aA7 fit before settling in NT. On the normal ¢3 lead to «Q and ¢A,
v 1094 declarer forces out vA and now East must find «J switch to score
¢ K107 three fast club tricks and so hold declarer to nine. Persist with
®K7432 diamonds and declarer has ten tricks via four spades, three hearts
HCP Makeable contracts || and three diamonds (finessing on the second round). Playing Smith
16 N ';' I Z ; NST Peters, West plays a low heart on declarer’s heart to say “I don't like
8 6 sT3l112 33| diamonds”. Denying ¢10 therefore, East will be better placed to work
10 El-1-1-1-]-]|outto switch to clubs. N-S +600.
W - -
AJ72 Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vKJ96 West North East South
¢952 1as P
*KJ8 INT P 2¢ end
ad A AK1086
vAl074 v383 East might raise INT to 2NT but it is generally a mistake to distort
+J106 +AQ84 your shape just because it is pairs. 2NT should fail on a heart lead —
Q9743 ®A2 with just two top spades, three diamonds after losing to ¢K and %A
4Q953 plus vA. 2 handles nicely, especially if North errs by playing #J
vQ52 (rather than the correct %8, after %5 lead to dummy’s %7), as
*+K73 declarer can now win %A and leads back to 9. E-W +110.
%1065
HCP Makeable contracts
o |v]|a]|NT
9 N - |-
7 17 S - |-
7 E[2[3][2]2]1
wli3[3]2]2]1
AaAB42 Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all
vAQ94 West North East South
+A963 P
*8 P lv Dbl P
A 65 AaKQ109 24 Dbl Redbl 2v
vJ7653 vK P P 34 end
¢ 875 + Q102
%962 *«AKQJ10 Classic nightmare for West in responding to partner’s take-out double
aJ73 of 1v. North’s double of 24 is also take-out but this gives East more
v 1082 room to show his strength then give partner some leeway in case his
+KJ4 hand is unsuitable. In practice 3% will go down one, North likely
%7543 leading &8 (what else?), declarer winning and leading aK at trick
HCP Makeable Con”a"tNST two. He can ruff a third spade bringing down #J and promoting 410,
14 N * ; ; ; > | thus scoring five trumps and three spades. Only on an unlikely vA
1 20 S 31232 || lead followed by diamonds and a second heart from South and a
5 E|l1]-]|-[-[-]]forcing defence will declarer be held to seven tricks. N-S +50.
wliil[-T-1-
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aKQ54 Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
v3 West North East South
¢754 P P P lv
&A10762 P 1a P 44
A76 a4 1083 End
vJ7642 v 1085
+Q1092 +KJ63 Should be a relatively flat board here, although one or two N-Ss may
%J8 *KQ4 err by bidding 1v-24-3NT. Both the 2& response — without the
AAJ92 values to bid again over a 2¥ rebid — and the 3NT bid — 2NT should
vAKQ9 be forcing after a two-over-one response — are mistaken. To make
¢+ A8 11 tricks in 4a declarer discards diamonds on South’s hearts and
%953 sets up clubs giving up two tricks in the process. Will one or two
HCP Makeable contracts | | make 12 after #K ducked then Q squashing «J? | rather think so.
| o[ v]|a|NT N-S +650.
9 N[5[1[2[5]3
4 9 s|s]1[2[5]3
18 El-[-[-[-1-
W - -
aT74 Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
v74 West North East South
+QJ762 P 14 P
&K1074 24 P 3y P
A832 AaKQJ109 4y end
vAJ93 vKQ85
+K9853 *- Note East’s 3v bid — realising the importance of playing in a 4-4 fit
*6 «A953 over a 5-3 fit. Here, as so often, the 4-4 fit plays a trick better than
AAB5 the 5-3 — make the same-length suit trumps and the uneven-length
v 1062 suit a side-suit and you have extra ruffing tricks in either hand plus a
+Al04 better trick source. Best play in 4v looks to be winning «Q lead with
*QJ82 A, ruffing 3 and leading to aK. You will likely score six trump
HCP Makeable contracts | | yricks (including two club ruffs in dummy), four spades plus #A. E-W
3 e v e FU4650.
8 15 s|-1-[-[-1-
11 E 2542
w 2[5[4]2
A KQJ105 Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all
vAJ6 West North East South
+106532 INT P
- 3NT Dbl end
A943 AA2
vK4 v 1097 East has one of those hands which is both a 12-14 and a 15-17 INT
+QJ87 ¢ AK9 opener, upgrading his 14 because of the decent five-card suit,
*AK105 £QJ874 outside tops and good intermediates. West has an obvious 3NT bid
876 and now comes the twist. If North passes, South will lead his normal
vQ8532 v3, vK will lose to vA and vJ then v6 will see South’s suit run.
o4 Down one. North may be very tempted to double 3NT however (I
%9632 would) telling partner to try to find his (normally major) suit. South
HCP Makeable contracts || would lead his weaker major, spades and North would briefly be
% |+ |v|a|NT|| happy. Not for long though, as declarer would rack up the first ten
11 N - 11131 -1]tricks. Doubled game plus one. E-W +650.
13 14 s[-1-1a[3]-
2 El4[2]-]-]2
wl4[3]-1-T4
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AAQJ76 Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
vA985 West North East South
+95 2¢ End
%102 South’s (maximum) Weak Two in diamonds should probably end the
A 109543 a8 auction, North not quite having good enough spades to bid 24 (non-
v76 vKQ42 forcing, constructive chez moi) and East deciding not to protect for the
+ 108 o KJ2 lack of spades (plus a defensive diamond holding). If N-S are not
«AJ83 %KQ964 playing Weak Twos in Diamonds (a recommended tool, and much more
aK2 frequent and less confusing than Benji in my view), then South may
vJ103 pass, after which the bidding should go something like: P-P-1a-Dbl-2 ¢ -
+AQ7643 P-2v-P-2a-end (note South’s simple false preference 2a bid — better
*75 than repeating the emaciated diamonds at the three level). Other
o) Makeable contracts 1| Souths might chance their arm with a vulnerable 1. This may backfire
o] o|v]|aNT|| after 1e-P-1a-Dbl-2¢-3%-3¢-end, East’s double after two suits have
11 N 2[2]|2]1]]| been bid promising at least four cards in the other two suits, enabling
> 14 S|-121212]1 ] Westto bid 3%, a making contract (unlike 3¢ which should go down one
10 \'/f/ g ——r—1—1| on West's semi-marked v7 lead). So really it's all about South’s
opening bid.
N-S +90
Ab Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
vJ2 West North East South
+QJ87432 lv 29¢ 3v 4¢
*AQ3 End
AKJ108 aAQ32 _ _ _ _
vAQ1097 vK853 Although E-W have both bid soundly in our featured auction, there is
*6 +95 much to be said for either to bid 4% - as soon as possible. Though
%J42 %1065 they lack the values, they hope to “bounce” N-S into a phantom
A9754 sacrifice of 5¢. Indeed North would almost certainly succumb to the
v64 temptation given his seventh diamond if West bids a tempo 4v in our
¢ AK10 auction. 5 has three top losers but | can see the odd embarrassing
~£K987 defence to 5¢ - perhaps v3to vA, v10to vJ and vK and then,
HCP Makeable contracts || understandably reluctant to switch to a spade from his aAQ, a
% | ¢ |v|aNTI club/trump switch from East, letting 5¢ make as declarer later throws
1 10 9 g j j ——r—1| his spade on dummy’s fourth club. West should lead vQ at trick two
10 El-1-1313 to prevent this, holding the lead and enabling him to switch to a
W - 133 comfortable spade at trick three around to dummy’s weakness. N-S
+130.
AaAJ53 Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all
vK95 West North East South
4965 INT end
& AJ7
AaKQ9 A642 East's barren 14-count does not warrant a bid, so INT will be the
v8763 vAJ2 final contract at those tables where N-S play a 12-14 INT. If N-S
+KJ32 ¢ A87 play Strong, then North will open 1 playing Five-card Majors and
%104 +KQ86 this will be passed to West who should reopen with a light protective
A1087 take-out double. East will cut his partner some slack and jump to
vQ104 2NT (not 3NT), ending the bidding. If N-S are playing Strong and
+Q104 Fours, then North’s 1a opener will probably close proceedings.
%9532 Defending INT as East, the choice of lead lies between %6, &K and
HCP Makeable contracts || a passive 46. | hate to give a trick on the lead so would opt for a6,
13 < Rlelvi4 N_T but this sees partner’s spade honours get squashed — although after
9 14 sT-T-T-1-1-1| #6 47, 4Q, aA, might not declarer lead back 43 to 49 playing East
4 El1l2]2]1]2]||for 496427 If so he will go down three; if not (leading back to 410) he
Wi1[2[2]|1]2]| mayescape with down one (if he guesses vJ). Taking a midway

position: E-W +100.
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A543 Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
vAQ10 West North East South
¢J1098652 1a P
*- 4e P 44 P
AAJ1096 AaK872 54 P 64 P
v75 vK93 P Dbl 6NT end
*- *+AQ
*AQJ753 K982 West's 4 ¢ is a splinter bid showing diamond shortage. With shortish
AQ diamonds himself plus some wastage there —and mediocre trumps —
vJ8642 East signs off in 4a. But when West bids again — he is clearly worth
¢ K743 it — adopting a cue-bidding route (not Blackwood) given his two losing
+1064 hearts — East jumps to 64 as he has second-round heart control.
HCP Makeable CO“”aCtNST North, who might have doubled 5& for the lead (except that it makes
7 N = :1 I A — | Six!) doubles 6a - Lightner, requesting an unusual opening lead
12 15 S 2011 - normally based on a void (I doubt South will lead a club though, with
6 E|[6]-]|-[5]6]]justthree cards). East anticipates the possibility of a ruff so converts
WI61-1-1616]]to6NT, which cannot be beaten with aQ falling.
Exciting stuff and E-W +990.
AAKJ82 Board 19 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vK10843 West North East South
+ A8 P
*8 P 1la 2¢ P
410964 A75 P 2v end
vAJ75 v9
*7 +KQ9652 | North’'s 2v reopener — as opposed to double — implies a fifth heart.
*QJ96 *A754 Hence South does not revert to 2a. Indeed South is close to raising
AQ3 2v to 3v with his huge major-suit queens, but it does not pay to push
vQ62 for close games at pairs. In 2%, win K with ¢ A and lead v3to vQ.
+J1043 West wins vA and switches to #Q. East wins A, cashes ¢Q and
+K1032 switches to a7 (best). Win aQ and lead v6 but West covers with v7
HCP Makeable contracts - - -
“TolvlalNT and although your finesse of ¥8 wins, East discards and you have no
15 N T2 13[3]| convenient way back to dummy to repeat the finesse, thereby having
8 9 S -[4[3[3]|toloseto vJ. Nine tricks and N-S +140 (yes, 4 can be made
8 El2|1[-1-1|- || double dummy, but our line is normal).
wliila][-]-
A 1075 Board 20 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
vAQ4 West North East South
+96 P P P le
%A10532 P 24 P 2NT
AKQ63 AJOo84 P 3NT end
v92 v J10853
+AJ852 ¢ 104 Whether West leads the traditional a3 or the more modern aK (as
%86 Q4 I've mentioned experts hate to give away cheap tricks on the lead),
aA2 declarer should win and advance «J. West might have to cover if he
vK76 holds «Qx (declarer might have %Jx or #Jxx), so when he doesn',
*+KQ73 declarer rises with #A and leads one back planning to finesse. Here
+«KJ97 +Q pops up and he has nine tricks, via five clubs, three hearts plus
HCP Makeable contracts aA. N-S +600.
| e|v|a|NT
10 N[s[1[2]-]3
10 4 s[s5[1]2]-]3
16 El-[-[-[a]-
W -1-]a
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A A8 Board 21 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
vA2 West North East South
+ AK9864 le 24 Dbl
*KJ8 P 3NT end
AaQ10 AaK953
vQJ987 v43 It would not be outrageous for North to open 2NT with his trick-rich
+10752 +3 hand and stoppers in all suits. Either way 3NT will be reached. East
%102 «AQ6543 | is likely to lead his clubs, although a spade lead would work better.
AJ7642 On a club to the ten and jack, declarer crosses to ¢QJ, back to vA
vK1065 and runs four more diamonds. He then crosses to vK, back to aA
+QJ and leads a second spade. If East has just aK remaining, he will be
%97 endplayed to give declarer a second club trick. But he should drop
HCP Makeable contracts || aK under aA so that his partner can win the second spade. Now
%1 ¢ v |4 INTI declarer is held to ten tricks. N-S + 630.
19 N 41|23
5 9 S 41|24
7 Ela]-]-[-[-
wla]-]-]-
aK Board 22 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
v 1063 West North East South
+Q42 1w P
Q109732 1a P 3¢ P
Q9876 aAl 4v end
vK95 vAQ742
4953 ¢ AK876 West is correct to scrape up a response — he has security given his
%86 ®J partial heart fit; he may have a 4v/4a game and/or wish to keep N-S
A105432 out. South leads #AK v the ensuing 4v. As declarer, ruff, and lead out
vJ8 ¢ AK and a third diamond, setting up the suit early whilst dummy still has
+J10 trumps to ruff a club return. When North’s aK later pops up, you have a
~AK54 comfortable 11 tricks losing just a club and a diamond. You may have
HCP Makeable contracts | | noticed that N-S have a profitable sacrifice at the favourable
% || v |a|NTI| vulnerability. Pretty tough to find though, as sacrifice bidding is not
7 NJ|2 - || generally advisable [because sometimes you are too expensive,
5 o 19 : 2 15151 | sometimes the opponents were not making and even if both those
W - cTsl3l1 conditions do not exist, unless the field were bidding and making the
game your sacrifice will not score that well anyway].. E-W +650.
AJ9643 Board 23 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
v74 West North East South
+A1092 lv
*72 P 1a P 3a
AQ5 A 107 End
vK83 v 1052
+KJ43 + Q875 North might bid 4a at teams/rubber but at pairs he’s glad he
*KJ84 *AQ109 responded at all (pretty clear to respond, though, given his fair five-
A AK82 card major and robust side four-card suit headed by an ace). 3a plus
vAQJ96 one — losing two clubs and the losing heart finesse should score okay
+6 — very few N-Ss will bid game (although it is a very good one — the
%653 hands fit like gloves). N-S +170.
HCP Makeable contracts
| e|v|a|NT
5 N -13]4]1
13 8 S 3[4]1
14 Ela|a]-[-[-
wlal]a]|-]-
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a64 Board 24 : Dealer West : Love all
vK876 West North East South
+87 1s P 2¢ P
*K9852 2v P 44 end
AK109852 AaAQJ
vAQJ9 v52 Normal auction with West preferring to introduce the cheaper four-
*J +KQ943 card second suit before repeating his six-card suit, and East leaping
*QJ 1073 to game in the known fit (just too good for 3a). On the lead of the
a73 unbid clubs, %5 to A, South must see the need to switch to hearts
v 1043 to set up a putative winner before it goes on dummy’s minors. Only
+A10652 on a heart switch at trick two do the defence garner their four tricks.
*A64 Could a heart switch cost if declarer held very good hearts? Barely —
HCP Makeable contracts || ynless declarer held aKxxxxx, ¥ AKQJ, #Xx, &xx. Pay off to that. I'm
5 N kle v ‘ N_T betting some Souths fall from grace here and return a second club at
14 12 S —— | trick two. On the correct defence: N-S +50.
8 E 1[1]3]2
w 1[1]3]2
A65 Board 25 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
v8752 West North East South
5 P P 24
%J108652 P 2¢ P 2NT
Aa83 aKJ1097 P 38 P 34
vKJ93 vQ64 P 5eb end
+J10986 * A7
Q9 %743 Let me start by saying that Zia and a certain tall writer might well open
AaAQ42 the North hand an X-rated 3%. Apparently a 3& opening bid (yes,
vAl0 normally on rather more) has led to better results than any other in top
+KQ432 teams bridge. Our featured sounder auction sees South upgrade his
& AK jackless 22 to a 23-24 balanced and North use (four-card) Stayman but,
HCP Makeable contracts || no heart fit, sees the need to make clubs trumps even though that
% | ¢ | v |a|NTI| means playing the unfashionable 5 (lacking an entry for 3NT). Luckily
1 NJ4]1]11]-11/]the bidding has meant the strong hand declares, on the likely favourable
7 27 10 : ‘_1 l 1 - 1 +Jlead. Eastwins ¢A and will switch to aJ. Finesse aQ, cash «AK
W o (good - «Q falls) now ruff ¢3, cash «J and score 11 tricks (12 if
diamonds had split 4-3). N-S +400.
aK10432 Board 26 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vJ1053 West North East South
.- le lv
Q653 INT 3v end
AJ76 A A85
vQ98 vA South overcalls 1v despite his lousy suit quality because his overall
+ 1096 +AJ8543 hand compensates (although the acelessness is a worry). West
®A742 %J98 scrapes up INT (you couldn’t fault pass, vulnerable) and North’s
AQ9 preemptive 3v - losing that void — ends proceedings. Ruff ¢10 lead
vK7642 then lead a2 to aQ and run A9. East wins aA, cashes vA and leads
*+KQ72 8, but all the defence can win from here is #A and. Later vQ. Nine
+K10 tricks and N-S +140.
HCP Makeable contracts
| e|v|a|NT
6 N[1[-[3[2]-
7 14 s[1]-]3]2
13 El-|2]-][-
w 2] -1-
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aJ2 Board 27 : Dealer South : Love all
vQ109 West North East South
+QJ94 P
*Q972 14 P 2¢ P

AKB8765 AA94 24 P 44 end

vA3 vJ764

6 ¢+ A8732 West might rebid 3 if he is happy to reverse a tad under strength.

% AK653 *J Either way West will declare 4a and North will likely lead »10 (put off
4 Q103 diamonds by East’s bid). There are a few ways to make the overtrick
vK852 here, most revolving around setting up the fifth club. Here is my pick:
¢ K105 duck »10, win ¥9 with vA, cash %A, ruff #3, cash ¢A, ruff 2, ruff
%1084 &5, cash aA, ruff 3, cash aK, then play #K6 leaving the defence to

HCP Makeable contracts | | score byt their master 4Q. E-W +450.
| o[ v]|a|NT
8 N - |-
14 10 S - |-
8 E[3[2]2]5]2
wl3]2]2]5]2
aQJ107542 Board 28 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
vQ8 West North East South
+Q10 P 24 end
w72

A863 A A9 North should probably open a weak 2a - not 3a in spite of the

v76 vAJ3 seventh card - because of the vulnerability, the 7-2-2-2 shape and the

+A9853 ¢J764 stray queens. These queens add little to the playing strength but

*AJ4 %8653 make it less likely the opponents have a higher making contract.
aK Here opening 3a would survive as declarer will almost certainly score
vK109542 nine tricks in a spade contract — for the loss of just the four aces.
K2 N-S +140.

& KQ109
HCP Makeable contracts
| e |v|a|NT
7 N -[2]3]-
9 10 S -[2]3]-
14 E[1]3]-[-]2
wlii[s3][-]-]1
AaKQJ54 Board 29 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
v74 West North East South
*42 P P P
K763 lv 1a 2¢ 24

abG a1072 v end

vAKQJ85 v62

+J86 ¢+ AK1053 4w is sure to be the plurality contract, North leading aK. South must

*A84 «Q109 be awake here — the key play, realising the threat of dummy’s
A A983 diamonds and that only one spade will cash given North's 14
v 1093 overcall, is to overtake aK with aA and fire through a club. In this
+Q97 way North’s &K is promoted before declarer’'s small clubs are thrown
*J52 on dummy’s fourth and fifth diamonds. 10 tricks and E-W +620 may

HCP Ma';eati'e C:’“t:aCtNST score quite well for N-S, with many overtricks slipping through N-S’s
9 N - 11| het.
15 9 S -[-]a]-
7 E[1[5[4]-]2
wl2]s]4]-]2
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British Summer Sim Pairs — Monday 30" July

aK Board 30 : Dealer East : Love all
vQ8763 West North East South
10982 INT 34
Q93 3NT end
A532 aQ7
vAJ vK1054 West's 3NT bid may seem a wild gamble without a spade stopper,
+QJ74 ¢+ AK63 but South would hardly bid 3a with a solid suit (he’d want to defend)
*%AK86 *J54 so either partner has a stopper or there’s a blockage (as here), aJ
AAJ109864 lead goes to aK and North switches to ¢10. Win ¢K and lead to vJ
v92 (finessing into the safe hand). North wins vQ but declarer has nine
*5 tricks via three hearts, four diamonds plus &AK (yes he could have
+1072 made ten but only by risking losing the lead to South). E-W +400.
HCP Makeable contracts
| o[ v]|a|NT
7 N - 2
15 13 S -[-12]-
5 E[4]4]3]-]4
wlalala]-]4
AA10873 Board 31 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
vA5 West North East South
+A953 INT
%97 P 2v P 24
AaQJ2 A 94 P 3¢ P 4 a
v10743 vKJ82 End
+1076 + K842
«KQ10 %843 There is more than one way to skin this cat after N-S reach 44 via a
A K65 transfer auction and South receives &K lead. Best is probably to
vQ96 duck. Say West switches to 7. You can succeed by playing low
+QJ (vQ and the fourth and fifth clubs will allow three diamonds to be
+*AJ652 thrown from dummy) but it looks right to rise with ¥ A. Then to cross
HCP Makeable ContraCthT to A and ruff #5. The suit splitting 3-3, you cash aA, A7 to aK then
12 N ; ; I Z 3 || lead a long club throwing v5. West can ruff and lead a second heart
8 7 s|3[3[1[4][3]]| butyou ruffand lead ¢3. East had better rise with ¢K or he’ll never
13 El-|-]-1-]-1]getit. N-S +620.
W - - -
A Q1062 Board 32 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
vJ4 West North East South
* A7 2v P P Dbl
%J7652 P 24 P 44
a- AJ9o874 End
vK109876 vQ3
+J1085 9432 Despite the foul trump split 4a plays best — better than 3NT where
*K93 84 declarer needs to endplay West to lead from &K to even make nine
A AKS53 tricks after a heart lead knocks out his one stopper. In 4a, win ¥Q
vA52 with vA, cash ¢ AKQ throwing vJ, cross to 4Q and run %J. West
+KQ6 wins &K and leads vK but you ruff and cross to «AQ. East can ruff
+AQ10 but either a trump or a diamond return allows declarer to score a
HCP Ma'fati'e C:’”t:aCtNST small trump in addition to AAK. 10 tricks and N-S +420.
8 N[5[1]-[4]3
7 3 s|s5[1]-]4]3
22 El-[-J2[-]-
W HRE
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