Autumn British Sim Pairs — Monday 8th October

A 1097 Board 30 : Dealer East : Love all
v- West North East South
1108652 Pass Pass
»AK65 lv Pass 2v Pass
AKQ84 a2 iy 2NT Pass 3NT All Pass
v AJ105 vK97 Pass Pass
¢ AK +Q943 1v Pass INT Pass
+984 %QJ73 2NT Pass 3v Pass
AAG653 3NT Pass Pass Pass
vQ86432
*7 South will probably get away with it if he opens with an off-centre weak 2% or
%102 multi 2 ¢ as West has a hand that is likely to bid 2NT. 3NT will be the final
HCP Makeable contracts || contract for most, though no doubt a few will find themselves languishing in 4%
. . S N_T and having to cope with a 6-0 trump break. Given the lie of the cards,
17 9 S particularly in the spade suit, 3NT should always make ten tricks; however |
6 El11-121-124]|l| expectthat some declarers will only make nine as entries have to be handled
w -1 2] -|4]| carefully.
a10 Board 31 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
v7 West North East South
4106542 le
%KQ9532 24 3¢ 44 Pass
AAKQ432 A98765 Pass Pass
v98 vAQJ1063
*J7 +3 West may well overcall 2a whether it is supposed to be weak or intermediate,
*J76 A though | have great sympathy with a more aggressive 34 overcall. North may
LY only have five points but 5-card support and a 6-5-1-1 distribution should ensure
VK542 that he bids 3 ¢, and then even thinks about pushing on to 5 ¢ over 44 despite
¢+AKQI3 the adverse vulnerability. If West’s 24 is intermediate, East could easily get
%1084 carried away and even push on to the slam which after all is just dependent on
HCP Makeable contracts the heart finesse.
oo |v|a|NT
5 N|{4[3]|-]-]-
11 11 sla3|-1-1-||Itisimpossible to make anything other than eleven tricks in spades (or hearts)
13 E - 515 [2]]| butany North-South who end up in diamonds (I doubt that there will be many)
WI-1-151512]| will make ten tricks unless East gets a club ruff
A)10863 Board 32 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
vA8 West North East South
*4 Pass Pass Pass le
%A9752 lv 1a 2v 24
AA95 A72 Pass 44 All Pass
vQJ753 v 1092
4109 ¢ AJ65 If West overcalls 1%, North can bid 14 to show a 5-card suit as a Sputnik double
*J104 %KQ83 would show a 4-card spade suit. Now it is easy for South to raise his partner’s suit.
AKQ4 If North’s 1 only shows four cards, over East’s 2% South should be able to
vK64 distinguish between a three and four card raise in spades in that many players use
¢ KQ8732 double in this situation to show 3-card support. Those who haven’t got this weapon
&6 available will just have to settle with bidding 2a. Come what may, with all that
HCP Makeable contracts distribution and two aces, North should have the courage to drive on to game.
®[¢|v|a]|NT|| 44 should make but continued trump leads by the defence make it very
o d 10 ': 1 z 2 1 uncomfortable for declarer. However the defence have problems of their own: in
13 . NEEE particular, when North leads a diamond towards the dummy best defence is for East
W 11 - - 1| toduck, which is not an easy play to find.
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Autumn British Sim Pairs — Monday 8th October

A AK54 Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all
vAJ764 West North East South
¢ 1lv Pass 1a
Q98 Pass 3a Pass 4
AJ1076 A9 Pass 4v Pass 5¢
vKQ v9832 Pass 5/64
¢ KQ5 4108763
%7643 %1052 North is just a little too good merely to raise partner’s 14 response to the 2-
Q832 level, though any Norths who do adopt a conservative approach will be
v 105 rewarded by missing the impossible slam.
¢ A942
*AKJ Once North has raised to 3s, South surely will think that 64 must be a strong
HCP Makeable ContraCtsNT possibility and it is now a question of how he investigates it. If he simply leaps to
15 N : ; Z ; 3 || 4NT, Roman Key-Card Blackwood will show that North has two aces and the aK
11 0 s|{3|2|4]|5]|3]||andthen 6a will be the inevitable resting place. Cue bidding, as suggested
14 E - above, also reveals that all the aces are held; unfortunately that is not enough!
w
A K9 Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
vKQJ108643 West North East South
*9 Pass Pass
& A7 1% 49 Pass Pass
AAG3 A Q108754 Double
VA v92
¢ AK ¢+ Q1085 West has one of those in-between hands at Acol, too good for 1& but much too
*QJ96543 *38 poor for 2&. Even playing Benjaminised Acol, where it is possible to show an
A2 eight playing trick hand with clubs by opening 2& and rebidding 3+, | would be
v75 inclined to open 1& given the poor quality of the club suit. Come what may,
+176432 North will surely leap to 4% and then what can West do but double when 4% is
+K102 passed round to him? Now the only question is whether East will stand the
HCP Makeable contradls\” double (and beat the contract by leading a club) or taking the winning decision of
13 N e ; . trying 4a (if | had been East | would certainly have just passed).
18 4 S 3 - Any West inclined to plough on to 5& instead of doubling 4 ¥ will meet with
5 E]4]1 5 disaster as any minus score for North-South will reap very few match-points.
MK 5

A94 Board 27 : Dealer South : Love all
v9743 West North East South
+Q963 Pass
%1065 Pass Pass 1a Pass
A832 A KQJ1065 2% Pass 3a Pass
v K85 vQJ6 4 Pass 4e Pass
¢ K7 *Al 4a Pass Pass Pass
*A9874 K2
AA7 West is certainly worth a slam try after East’s jump rebid in spades. 4« in the
vAl02 auction above is a cue bid, as is 4 ¢, but then the auction should grind to a halt as
4108542 East has no reason to make another try. Even if East or West chooses to ask for
*QJ3 aces, they will discover that two aces are missing and the slam will be avoided.
HCP Makeable contracts
| o|v]|a|NT . . . .
5 N Anyone in 3NT will get an undeserved top if they make eleven tricks but they
10 17 S should be held to nine tricks on continued diamond leads; indeed even a club
11 E|4[2]|2]5]3][|lead and continuation will get three tricks for the defence.
wla|2[2]5]3
AK72 Board 28 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
vAKJ10 West North East South
+Q92 Pass lv Pass 2v
*~A109 2NT Double 3% Pass
AQ9 AA10853 Pass ?
v8 v97652 or
¢ KJ765 *- Pass 1lv Pass ANT
*KJ874 *Q52 Pass/2¢  2NT Pass 3w
AJ64 Pass 3NT All Pass
vQ43
¢ A10843 The only certain thing about this hand is that players are likely to get too high. It
%63 is possible that West will open the bidding, particularly if East-West are playing a
HCP Makeable contracts_|| 5 NT gpening to show a minor 2-suiter. If West passes then North’s 1% opening
17 N * I ; ‘ NlT gives South the choice of responding 2% or INT. | prefer 2¥ over which West
10 6 S 111 -1 || surely will bid an unusual 2NT; now North should double to show a good hand
7 E|2 1 but what will he do when 3& is passed round to him? If he defends 3%, doubled
Wiz 1 or not, it should reap a precious plus score but more likely is failure in 3.
A 107 Board 29 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
vlJ4 West North East South
¢AJ983 1le 1a 2¢
%&AQ53 3e¢ Pass 3a Pass
AJ832 AAQ965 Pass/4a
v AK86 vQ52
*Q ¢+ K4 Despite only having four points, South will surely raise partner’s diamonds over
+K1042 %987 East’s 14 overcall. Now West could try a competitive double (to show at least a
A K4 genuine raise to 2a) or an unassuming cue bid of 3 ¢ (to show at least a genuine
v10973 raise to 3A), or even an over optimistic raise to 4a. Even if East does show that
‘}27652 his overcall is minimum, it is extremely tempting for West to go to game.
-
HCP Makeable contracts || apyy shade contract will make nine tricks at most tables but an inspired defence
s|o|v|[a]|NT ) . . .
12 N 3 can hold it to eight tricks: if South leads a club he can get a club ruff and then
13 11 S 3 lead a diamond to North’s Ace; now a fourth round of clubs ensures that South
4 E|1 12 can make a second trump trick with his king.
w1 2|3
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A8 Board 24 : Dealer West : Love all
v K863 West North East South
¢ AK104 1a Double 2% Pass
%1743 24 Pass 2NT All Pass
A AKI1063 419 > Pass Pass 1 Pass
vi074 vals 1a Double 2% All Pass
162 +Q5
K8 «AQ10965 If West opens 1a (I would), North has the perfect hand for a take-out double even if
AQ7542 he does only have eleven points. East has a difficult choice to make over partner’s
vA92 2 A rebid: 34 should be regarded as constructive so it is a possibility, as is 2NT
49873 despite the rather thin holding in the red suits. If West passes as dealer then so will
w2 North, leaving East free to start with 1&%. Now North can double to show the red
HCP Makeable contracts || suits when West bids 1a and 2& will probably end the auction. Anyone in No
®|¢|v|a]|NTI| Trumps should make at least eight tricks even if they fail to take the club finesse
1 1 " ': - ; ———| (they should take it if North has doubled a 14 opener) as the spade finesse will
6 El31-1-1213]| come to their rescue unless South covers the aJ with his 4Q on the first round,
wl3 -1 -[213]| which seems unlikely even if it is the right thing to do on the lie of the cards.
A 107 Board 25 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
v1063 West North East South
41093 Pass Pass 1
«~AQ85 lv 2% 2/3v 5%
A98632 AKQ54 or
vKQJ98 vA542 Pass Pass 1
¢Q6 ¢752 2 3% 4 S5&
4 %106
AA) I rather hope that the second auction actually occurs! Any West playing
v7 Michael’s Cue Bids will be tempted to bid 2¢& to show 5-5 in the majors even
* AK84 though his spades could be a little stronger. Now it seems reasonable for North
%KJ9732 to raise to 3& and East to show a fit for both majors by bidding 4, followed by
HCP Makeable contracts || South going to the 5-level. If West doesn’t use a cue bid, surely he will bid 1%
*1¢ v |aINTH given the quality of the suit.
7 N|5|6]|-]-]2
8 9 s|{s]|e6|-|-]2
16 E 132 5& is destined to fail unless declarer plays against the odds and drops the ¢Q
w -[3]2 rather than taking the finesse.
AG Board 26 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vQJ762 West North East South
¢ A84 1a Pass
*%A763 INT Pass Pass Pass
a)7 AK10842 or
1a Pass
v98 v AK4 INT 2v 2
¢ KJ1032 +Q76
#Q352 +K10 It is very tempting for North to bid over West’s INT response to 14, but what should
4AQ353 he bid? 2v is somewhat brave but the alternative of double, to show a take-out
v1053 double of 1, will cause South real problems. Undoubtedly the best thing for North
¢35 to do is pass and lead a heart. If North does bid 2v it is difficult for East to do the
e M84Makeab|e — right thing and pass, but if he does bid what should he do? 2a will be a popular
1o v lalnT choice but | can see some overstating the hand by bidding 2NT and others doubling
11 N 121 (and I'll wager that in many cases partner will not be sure whether it is for penalties
7 15 S 21 or take-out!). Come what may this is a hand on which any plus score should be quite
7 E 3 1 good as most contracts are destined to fail — 2% can make double dummy but seven
W 3 1 tricks are much more likely.

AKQ954 Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable

va2 West North East South
¢) 1a
%KJ843 Double 4% /4 Pass 4v

4107 a8 Pass 44 All Pass

vJ1063 v Q95

¢ AK92 +Q108643 West has the thinnest of take-out doubles of 14 over which North has to decide

*A95 %1076 how far to jump. He is certainly worth 44 but his distribution is such that,
4AJ632 opposite a maximum opener, 64 might well be a possibility. | was brought up on
v AK87 splinter bids so | would be inclined to bid 4 ¢ to show a diamond shortage and a
*75 raise to 4a; however fit-showing jumps are now quite popular and, using these,
*Q2 North would bid 4& to show his suit rather than his shortage. Whichever

HCP Makeable contracts
+ o lvlalnT|| Mmethodis used, North will either cue bid his A or just sign off in 4.
10 N[a]-]1]s]-]| Thisshould be a very flat board as it is hard to imagine anything other than 44

12 4 S[4]-[1]5]- || making an overtrick. Any East deciding to sacrifice in 5 ¢ will regret it as an 800

14 El-[2]-]-]- :
T penalty awaits.
AKJ862 Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
v Q1075 West East or West East or West East
*2 lv 2v lv INT 2NT 3
*Q73 4e 3e 4v 3v 4v

A 104 AA7

v AK842 vi63 There are several possible auctions, all of which should get East-West to 4. If

*AJ87 ¢ K1065 West opens 1¥ | have a strong preference for raising to 2% on the East hand,

% AK %9642 even playing 4-card majors; however a 1NT response should still lead to the
AQ953 same final contract. If West is playing Benjaminised Acol he may well open 2NT
v9 (19-20); now 3NT could well be the final contract unless a 3& response asks
+Q943 about 5-card (and 4-card) majors.
+J1085 49 should make at least ten tricks provided that declarer doesn’t just cash the

HCP Makeable ContraCtsNT vAK in the hope that the Queen falls. A small heart to the jack is the winning
3 N * ‘ v : — 1| line and then it is more than likely that the defence will take a diamond trick as
19 8 s | - - | 1] - 1| well as a spade. Declarer can take four diamond tricks but it involves the unlikely
5 El]2[4]5]-|3]]| lineof leading the ¢10.
wl2[4|[5]-]3
A72 Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
vJ84 West North East South
4 K108752 Pass Pass 1a
%109 2% Pass 3% 3v

A K9 #]1064 44 Pass Pass Pass

v5 v Q1073

+AQJ6 443 After South’s 14 opening West is a little too strong just to overcall 2& and is also

+KQJ643 »A82 a bit too lopsided to double for take-out as partner might leap around in hearts;
AAQ853 however 3& won’t be an option for most Wests as it seems very few people play
v AK962 strong jump overcalls nowadays. All in all 2& seems the least of all evils, with
*9 the hope that reversing into diamonds might be possible later. East is just worth

= *75 T Pm—— a non-constructive raise to 3& over which | doubt that South will be able to resist
1o v alnT bidding 3v, despite only having a minimum opener. West may now be tempted
4 NIl -1112111-1]|toleapto5#, especially if he thinks East has promised more than he actually
16 7 S 1|2]1] - || holds, a shame because ten tricks is the limit of the hand; however if West
13 va 2 - |- |- |3 ] realises that partner’s 3& is not a serious try he may be able to restrain himself
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AAQJ1074 Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
vK West North East South
+AQ95 Pass Pass
64 N 3% 3a All Pass
A32 49865 Pass Pass
v742 vAJ865 Pass 1a Pass INT
)2 43863 2% 2¢ Pass 3¢
% AK10832 *Q Pass 3a Pass a7
A K
v Q1093 | would not be able to restrain myself from opening 3& on the West hand. Yes |
¢ K1074 know it is vulnerable and only a 6-card suit but it is in third seat, so it is odds on
%J975 that North holds a good hand. Now North’s 34 is likely to end the auction and
HCP Makeable contracts || the game will be missed. If West passes initially, North will get the chance to
16 " ': ; : z T show both of his suits which should prompt a raise to 3 ¢ from South; now North
8 7 sT11al1la]la]|can makean extratry and South, with a maximum hand for INT and good
9 E - -1-1-1| holdings in both opener’s suits (I consider the singleton aK opposite a good 6-
w - |- -[-1]]| card suit as a good holding) may well go to game.
AJ62 Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
vKQJ West North East South
+QJ98 Pass
»A105 Pass INT Double 2v
aQ74 AA98 Pass Pass Pass
v 10964 v A5
+1064 ¢ AK7 | could have put a myriad of auctions above depending on the chosen method after
*K62 £19743 INT has been doubled, be it natural or one of the many variations of wriggle. A
AK1053 number of methods involve redouble forcing partner to bid 2& in preparation for
v8732 responder to show a 5-card suit, whilst an immediate suit bid shows the lower of
532 two 4-card suits, hence the 2% bid above. Is there a best method? Quite simply no,
%08 otherwise there would be more agreement amongst leading players.
Hop Makeablo contracts Anyone playing in INT* is likely to go one down, but success or two down are both
« 1o lv]|a][nT|| POSSiIble. Any plus score for North-South will be very good whilst East-West may
14 N -|1]-]-|| well need to beat +100 to fare well. Those playing natural methods who runto 2+
5 16 S -|1]1 on the South hand, intending to try an SOS redouble when doubled, may well play
5 Ej2]1 - there.
wl2|1]-]-
a43 Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all
v 1086 West North East South
*KQ7 Pass Pass le 44
+*A8764 Pass Pass Pass
A 965 A 10
vQJ732 vAK54 Only the most conservative of players will fail to bid 4a on the South hand. For
¢ A5 4110864 those who only bid 3a, and consequently missed the game, | would ask “Would
+Q102 +KJ9 you have bid 34 if the aQJ had been small cards?” My guess is that the answer
AAKQJ872 is yes, in which case hopefully next time hopefully more aggression will be called
v9 for. After 1¢-3a West may be able to double for take-out, in which case 4% may
¢932 be reached; now it begs the question, will South bid again? The answer is
%53 probably yes, but now East-West have the chance to go on in hearts.
HCP Makeable contracts
slo|v|a|NT . . . N .
9 v - 1211 Any East-West pairs that do find their heart fit will fare well, even if they are
9 12 S 1 -Ta[1]| playing in 5%, which should only go one down as the diamonds set up easily for
10 E 2|4 - extra tricks.
w 24| -|-

A2 Board 21 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
v75 West North East South
+QJ875 Pass la Double
%86432 1a Pass 3NT All Pass
AQ9765 AA) or
vA1086 vK43 Pass 1l 1a
€92 K64 Dble/INT Pass 3NT All Pass
*75 +AKJ109 .
AK10843 At some tables East may well open 2NT (19-20) over which West has a problem: he
v Q92 can either use 3 to ask about majors and forget his fifth spade or show five spades
*A103 and forget his four hearts. Playing transfers there is a solution — using a 3a response
2Q to show precisely five spades and four hearts. If East opens 1&, South has to decide
" NViakeable contracts whether to double or bid 1a. Itis a close call but | would choose 14, hoping to bid
%] e lv]|alnNT|| 2¥0nthe nextround. Over 1a West could double to show his hearts, bid INT to
3 N[-{-]-]-1-]|show hisspades, or even pass. Come what may the final contract should be 3NT.
6 19 S|-1|- - || Lack of entries may force declarer to fell the &#Q and, should South lead the ¥Q, an
12 E151-141413 || overtrick could emerge. If West is declarer and North leads the ¢Q, declarer must
Wi4]-1312131] guck twice to succeed.
410962 Board 22 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
v K86 West North East South
¢A73 Pass Pass
% AK10 INT Pass Pass Pass
AAJ8 A K53
v A104 v93 | can’t imagine many tables playing in anything other than 1NT; even those
+Q102 *KJ65 playing a strong NT should end up there.
%« QJ96 %7542
~Q74 Declarer has seven relatively easy tricks to take; all that is needed is to take the
vQl752 spade finesse and drive out the ¢A. North will surely start by leading a spade
+984 which gives nothing away apart from the working finesse. However any North
%83 who takes the really poor decision to start with a top club “to take a look” will
HCP Makeable contracts rue his decision as now the stage is set for declarer possibly to roll home nine
& | ¢ | v | a|NT|]| tricks as the clubs will now produce two extra tricks.
14 N[-[-[a2][-]-
14 7 S[-1-11[-]-]| Somestrong NT pairs may end up with East as declarer, in which case a heart
5 va ; ; - 1 1 lead is probable, but so long as he ducks twice declarer should still succeed.
A7543 Board 23 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
vKla West North East South
+1093 Pass
%1106 2a (weak) Pass 3NT All Pass
or
AAKQ982 LE Pass
v1098 vAQ7 Pass Pass 2 (Acol) Pass
*7 ¢AQJ542 2a Pass 3¢ Pass
%732 % AKQ9 3a Pass 3NT Pass
AJ106 44 /ANT/6NT?
v6532 . . . . .
o K36 This ha?nd seems as if it has been especially set up for makllng. un!|kely contracts .(6v
looks like a hand that should be played by the Rueful Rabbit in Victor Mollo’s Bridge
854 . . . o .
e TR p— in the Menagerie series). In reality, if West opens with a weak 2s, only those who
e lvlalnTll et carried away who are likely to reach a slam. If however West passes then East
5 Nl -1 -1-1-1-1|willstart with an Acol 2%, and now West could easily get carried away. He will start
9 22 S|-1-]-1-1-]|with a2then A3, but over 3NT from partner he will now think that he has a very
4 E|7]5[6]7]5 || good 9-count opposite a minimum of 23 points, so slam seems likely — but which
wl7|5]|6]|7 one?
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AA10 Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
vA3 West North East South
¢AlJ42 Pass lv
109743 2v Double 2a 3v
AQJ876 A432 Pass 4 All Pass
v6 v 10754
465 +KQ987 Given the favourable vulnerability West has the ideal hand for a Michael’s Cue
*AJ865 *Q Bid to show 5-5 in spades and a minor (or for a Ghestem bid to show spades and
A K95 clubs). My guess is that most pairs have not really discussed what to do over
vKQJ982 such a bid: one approach is to use 3¥ as pre-emptive and 24 (a cue bid of the
¢103 opponent’s suit) as a real 3¥ bid, now double can be used as a generally good
*K2 hand inviting partner to double for penalties if appropriate. When East bids 24
HCP Makeable contraCtSNT South will just want to rebid his hearts and now North should go to 4% rather
13 N ': ; Z ‘ 3 || than try 3NT.
8 7 s|1]|2[4a]-]3]|4vshouldalways make ten tricks as declarer can ruff his third spade in the
12 El-]1-1-11]-]| dummy. A club ruff doesn’t even help the defence as, left to his own devices,
W B declarer will lose two club tricks anyway.
AJ652 Board 19 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vKJ1087 West North East South
® A5 Pass
K10 Pass lv 2¢ 2v
AAQ107 a93 o Pass Pass Pass
vQas v92 Pass
+Q8 +KJ763 Pass 1v Pass 2v
%98763 %&AQ52 Pass Pass 2NT Pass
A K84 3% Pass Pass 3v
vA643
10942 East’s diamond suit is certainly a bit thin for an overcall but many will think it is “now
)4 or never” and take a chance with 2 ¢; however it will take a very brave East to bid 3&
HCP Makeable contracts on the next round when 2 ¥ is passed round to him. If East passes initially he has the
| ¢ |v|a]|NTI opportunity to try an unusual 2NT over 2% (only promising 5-4 in the minors given
10 12 10 ': i that he didn’t do it on the first round). At many tables though North-South will have
g 1213 71l 3" uninterrupted auction. If the defence fails to get its spade ruff North should
Wlal3l-111|| manage eighttricks in hearts for a good score if he is only in 2.
aQ4 Board 20 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
vQ92 West North East South
¢J654 Pass Pass Pass le
®A764 Pass 2v Pass 2NT
A K32 AJ1087 Pass 3NT All Pass
v K1063 vlJ7 or
+Q832 %9 Pass Pass Pass 1w
*J3 %Q109852 Pass INT Pass 2NT
AA965 Pass 3v Pass 3NT
vA854
& AK107 The textbooks all say to open 1% on the South hand, though my preference
K would be 1 ¢ as the hand is well suited to a 2/3NT rebid over a 2& response.
HCP Makeable contracts || Whether North responds 2% or 1NT to 1%, South has to press on and 2NT, even
. . ‘; Z ; ; N; with a singleton &K, strikes me as the best option.
9 4 sTila313 13 3NT is very fortunate to make in that West holds both the major suit kings and
18 E - - || has club shortage. Those who press on to 4% will be less lucky as failure is
w - | -1-1-1| almostinevitable.

A K10 Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable

vKJ643 West North East South
*) 1lv Double 2v

% AJ1075 24 3% Pass 3v

A8764 AA93 Pass Pass Pass

v 1095 v72

+AQ74 + K86 It will be a matter of style as to what South bids over East’s double of 1.

Q3 K862 Raising hearts looks the best course of action, though 2¥ does seem a little
Q52 conservative; however 3% just looks wrong if you are playing 4-card majors. 1NT
vAQ8 is the alternative: this may prove the lucky choice if North overstates his hand by
+109532 bidding 3& over West’'s 24 as now South will surely bid 4.

*94 49 can always be made, though on continued trump leads it almost requires
HeP Makeable contraCtsNT being able to see through the back of the cards. The key to success is setting up
13 N : ‘ : A 1 || the club suit which requires ruffing the third round high in the dummy: on a
8 11 s|[3]-[a]-]1]|trumplead declarer must win in dummy, lead the %9 and, if West covers with
8 El-[1]1-121- [|the &Q, take the %A and immediately play a diamond to create an entry back to
WI-111-121"1| hand for drawing trumps later.
AKQ Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vAQl4 West North East South
¢ 10654 le Pass
%162 2% Pass 2¢ Pass

A6542 AA87 24 Pass 3a Pass

vK7 v 1062 44 Pass Pass Pass

*A ¢KJ932

+«AQ9854 *K Any West that chooses to respond 14 rather than 2& to partner’s 14 opening is
41093 a very lucky soul. Should partner rebid 2 ¢ rather than raise spades, West would
v9853 face an impossible rebid as 3 would certainly show a 5-card suit and the rather
+Q87 dreadful 3NT rebid would produce a forlorn final resting place if North finds a
%1073 diamond lead (even a heart lead only produces ten tricks which will be outscored

HeP Ma_:eatile c:ntrfCtSNT by 4a). After the more sensible start of 14-2&-2 ¢ West still has the unenviable

13 Nl -1-1-1-1-1]| rebidof2a on four small (what else can he do?) which will result in 4& being

13 12 S - |- - || reached. At first sight two trump losers look inevitable but when the aKQ are
2 El4121-1411 11 onside all is rosy for declarer; indeed if North fails to cash his ¥A in the hope that
Wis1212151 31} declarer will want to take the finesse, twelve tricks should emerge.

A K643 Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all
vK84 West North East South
94 le
Q763 24 Pass Pass 3¢

AAJ10975 A2 Pass Pass Pass

VA2 vQJ10963

*65 +K3 The one thing | am sure of is that the auction above won’t happen very often!

&AJ4 %10952 1 ¢ looks a routine opening bid though there will be some who try an over
aQ8 strength 3 ¢ or 4 ¢ instead. Those who play intermediate jump overcalls will bid
v75 2# over South’s 14. The question is then will East find a disciplined pass (he
+AQJ10872 should) or will he try to rescue the situation by bidding 3%? If he does West will
~K8 certainly raise him to the doomed game. If East passes, South’s 3 4 should come

HCP Makeable contracts || round to him and now if East bids 3 ¥ it should produce a plus score, either by
g v ”' ; ' ‘ NZT being the final contract or by driving South on to 4 ¢.
14 6 s - 13- 1-1a]||Of course 4 could scrape home if East-West fail to get their spade ruff; whilst
12 E|l1]-]3]-]-]| YAisthe likely opening lead, dummy’s major suit cards should persuade West to
Wltl|-13]1]- || findthe switch.
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AAQ43 Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
va West North East South
+AQ104 Pass 1 Pass lv
%10942 Pass 1a Pass 3
A 1087 AKJ65 or
vAJ853 v Q106 Pass le Pass 1v
4962 ¢187 Pass 1a Pass INT
*A3 *J86
A92 It depends when you learned to play as to whether you open 1& or 14 on the
vK972 North hand. The old style is suit below the singleton, whereas modern teaching
¢ K53 tends to be middle of three touching suits, otherwise 1&. | would be tempted to
«KQ75 rebid INT on the South cards irrespective of partner’s opening but | would be
HCP Makeable contracts || wrong on this occasion if it were 1&, as 3+& is a much better contract than 1NT.
b . ';' ; ' : NT! | In 1NT after a small heart lead, declarer is best placed by now leading the #K; if
9 8 s13121-11 West wins the trick he must now lead another small heart to partner’s ¥10, but
11 E - 1] -1-71| ifinstead he leads the ¥A the defence can only take three hearts and 1NT should
w -11]-[-]] roll home.
A AK1032 Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
v- West North East South
¢ A108 1 Pass 1a
£0QJ1053 iy Pass 3v Pass a4
A- 41874 14 Pass 34
V187653 vKQ34 Pass 4e Pass 4v
K75 ¢432 Pass aa All Pass
*AK64 %87 Playing Acol the text books all say that North should start by opening 14; however
AQ965 there will be many who decide on 1&. After 1&-14 West has to decide whether to
vA102 intervene with 2% on what is an awful suit - | am sure that a lot of Wests will take
+QJ96 the very risky plunge. Once partner has shown spades, North is well worth a slam
%92 try and splinter bid of 3¥ showing heart shortage seems best (2% would be a reverse
HCP Makeable contracts || and forcing so 3% should be a high enough jump to show a shortage rather than a
14 " ';' ; ' ; '\f suit), over which South will just sign off. If North opens 14, after a couple of cue
11 6 s 13l 2l- 152l bids(showing first round control) the bidding should die in 44 which should make
9 E 13 -1- || eleven tricks provided that declarer makes the safety play of cashing a top spade in
w -1 3] -1 - ]| the North hand to guard against a 4-0 break either side.
AA753 Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all
v 107 West North East South
+KQ84 1lv 24
%754 3v 44 S5&/5v All Pass
A98 Al
vKJ42 vAQ9653 East is a little too good to contemplate starting with a pre-emptive bid, though |
¢ A1096 *3 can understand the temptation to do so. A 2 overcall by South is possible
K63 #QJ1082 whether it is supposed to be weak or intermediate; then it is just a question of
AKQ10642 how many hearts West bids (I would favour 4% but my guess is that most will
v8 settle for 3¥). Once partner has supported him, East just does not have a hand
¢J752 that wants to defend and so going to the 5-level is inevitable. The question is
*A9 what East will do if the opponents try 5a: doubling them is the right action but |
HCP Maieat:le contTCtsNT can see some people bidding 6.
9 N 3 ' 3 Any heart contract is bound to make eleven tricks (it is inconceivable that the
11 10 s 3[-13 defence will forget to lead spades — twice) whereas spades could get up to 10
10 E|l4]-15]- tricks if the defence fails to take its diamond ruff (again highly unlikely as it is
Wi4l-151-1-1| routine for East to switch to diamonds after taking the ¥A).

A 1087652 Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
v K10 West North East South
¢ 10 1
%J63 Pass 1a Pass INT
AQ4 a3 Pass 24 All Pass
vA53 vJ8742
41973 ¢ K8652 Even by my standards East is a bit too weak for an unusual 2NT after 1&-14;
+AQ85 K9 however if he does try 2NT he might regret it as it might well drive his opponents
AAKI on to 4a which will often make. East-West need to take their club tricks before
vQ96 declarer gains the lead; otherwise he can jettison a club after taking the diamond
*AQ4 finesse or, on a heart lead without a club switch by discarding on the ¥Q and
+10742 then maybe even taking the diamond finesse as well for eleven tricks.
HCP Makeable contracts
[ o | V]| a|NT
5 NI 11-1-133]|Amorelikely resting place is 24 which is likely to make just nine tricks (except
13 7 s{1]-1-13]3]| maybe on a heart lead) as declarer won’t want to risk a losing diamond finesse
15 E|-[2]2]-|-]]| forfear of being held to eight tricks.
wl-[2[1]-]-
AAG4 Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
vAK964 West North East South
+Q54 Pass 1lv 2% 24A
%32 Pass 3a Pass 44
A32 LYE) Pass Pass Pass
vJ732 v 85
K72 ¢AJ86 | don’t think there is any doubt that South should continue to 44 after partner
%9864 +AQJ105 has bid 3#: all his values are in the right place and he has an extra trump. Any
AKQ10875 defenders that actually defeat 44 deserve my congratulations as to find a
vQlo diamond switch after the initial club lead is certainly something | don’t think |
#1093 would achieve at the duplicate pairs table.
& K7
HCP Makeable contracts || |, hractice most Easts are just going to settle for a club return as partner’s lead
13 N * ‘ ; ; NZT of the %8 (second highest in the style of Middle-Up-Down against suit contracts)
4 13 s|-1-13]3]2]| could easily be from K98 with declarer false carding from &764. Now declarer
10 E|l2]-1-1-1-1| hastime set up the hearts for a discard, which is all that is needed to make
WI2[-[-1-1-1||eleven tricks.
A)843 Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all
vA9543 West North East South
*A 1lv Pass 2¢
% K75 Pass 2v Pass 3¢/3NT
AKQ1075 A62 Pass Pass Pass
vQl0 vKl872
752 *94 | have sympathy with any South who really does not know what to bid over
%982 *AJ106 North’s 2% rebid as | am really not sure myself. The partnership auction 1¥-2 ¢-
AA9 2v-3 ¢ should be regarded as constructive but not forcing, so there is a strong
vo6 case to go down that route and a diamond part-score is the most sensible
+KQJ10863 option. A 3NT rebid by South will certainly work on the lie of cards but it is very
+Q43 risky: if West leads the aK declarer has to hope that East has the %A, otherwise
HCP Makeable contracts || 3NT il fail spectacularly.
12 N '; Z ' ; T Those who reach 5 could well succeed: after the aK lead declarer is best placed
7 9 s|-1al-12]4al| toreturnaspade in the hope of throwing a club on the aJ. Now the defence has
12 El-1-1-1-1-1|toswitchto hearts in order to stop declarer having an entry back to dummy after
Wl-1-[-1-1-1|drawing trumps.
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