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Really Easy Afternoon

| hope you have enjoyed your afternoon’s bridge, and that this
commentary on the hands gives you more to think about and discuss
with your partner.

You will be able to find your results on our website and compare them
with those of all the other contestants.

To do this go to http://www.ebu.co.uk/results and click on the
Calendar item “Really Easy Afternoon”. This will give you a ranking list
from where you can click on your names or click on “Personal
Scorecards” to see a list of all your results and how you fared on each
of them. Alternatively you could click on “Travellers” to see each board
and what all the pairs did on them.

If this event has whetted your appetite for more, there is some
information on the back page about other similar events we have lined
up.

This is the first time we have run a Really Easy Afternoon event across
three venues — Bradford Bridge Club, Peterborough at the Autumn
Congress and Richmond Bridge Club. If you played in one of the
“satellite” events at a bridge club, do let the club know if you have
enjoyed it as we would be happy to welcome them back as satellite
events in our other forthcoming Really Easy Afternoons.

| hope to see you again at our events!

Gordon Rainsford
Chief Tournament Director
English Bridge Union


http://www.ebu.co.uk/results

Really Easy Pairs - 17" October 2014

AK4 Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all
v 7543 West North  East South
4765 Pass INT Pass
+KQ103 24 All Pass
A 10982 A 653
vAQ v1982 Those of you who play transfers will use a transfer sequence to get to the
41094 ¢ AQJ2 same spot.
*762 A5
AAQ7 . . .
vK106 Either way you will probably get a club lead and should then go one off in
+K83 your contract — as long as the defenders don’t crash their trump honours or
#1984 give you an undeserved trick some other way.
HCP Makeable contracts
s |o|v[a]nNT
8 N[2[-]1]-]1
7 12 s|2]-{1]-]1
13 E 2 1
W 2 1
AG32 Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
v9732 West North East South
¢J1074 3¢ Pass
*74 3NT All Pass
AKJ10874 4Q On this occasion the person who is given a problem by East’s pre-emptive
YAK v85 opening bid is West! Responding 3 a should be forcing, but West might not
*Q ¢ AK98653 want to risk East not knowing that, and in any case how would the auction
*AKJ3 852 . .
AADS continue after a 4 ¢ rebid?
v Q1064 Just bidding 3NT is one practical solution to the problem and in this case it
o2 gets you to the highest scoring spot. Alternatively you might just bid 4a and
£Q1096 would be pleasantly surprised that dummy has a large trump and a couple
HCP Makeable contracts | | More tricks.
& | ¢ |v|a|NT|| You do need to take care as declarer not to get blocked in the wrong hand,
1 N - and as defenders to try not to let declarer get to dummy more than once. It's
21 9 s | - .
5 s s 1 s el €asyto make twelve tricks in no-trumps when you can see all four hands, but
wWls s 11156l inpractice there are lots of dangers to worry about.
A Q104 Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vJ8 West North East South
463 Pass
+*KQJ985 Pass Pass 1v Pass
#AK3 a7 2v Pass 3¢ Pass
v10764 v AK532 4w All Pass
¢ 107 ¢ A942
%6432 *A107 . - L .
£186532 North might open 3+& because of the vulnerability and being in third seat. If
vQ9 East opens, South might overcall either 1 & or something like a Michaels cue-
+KQJ85 bid to show two suits if you play that.
,Y._
HCP Makeable contracts || In the absence of either of those things the auction is likely to go as above:
| ¢|v|[a]|NTII 34isalong-suit trial bid, asking West to bid game in hearts or sign off, taking
, ? 15 ';' 1 ~I] into account his diamond holding when making the decision. With a
9 AEREREG 3| doubleton diamond West can see that East’s diamond losers can be trumped
wl1[1]34 3 || and so bids game.
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AaA73 Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
vK West North East South
¢ Q1087 Pass 14 Pass 1w
+KQJ106 Pass 24 Pass 24
4954 41086 Pass 3NT All Pass
v 10954 vJ832
ka3 *AI95 North’s hand is quite strong for a simple 2& rebid, but not strong enough for
®A73 *42 . . .
AKQU2 2 ¢, which would be a reverse showing extra strength. | think the above
vAQ76 auction is likely in practice and some declarers will make nine tricks.
462 . . .
2985 The way to defeat 3NT is to lead a diamond, win the return as cheaply as
Hep Makeable contracts || possible and then lead a club to partner’s ace for another diamond lead
& | ¢ | v [a|NT[| through North’s holding.
15 N[af[2]2]4]2
7 6 slal2{2]4a]2 . .
" = The chart on the left tells us that 4 a will also make, but | doubt if many would
W bid it and it wouldn’t be so easy to make if the trumps weren’t 3-3.
A K102 Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
v AK109 West North East South
¢ A105 INT 3 3¢
#1072 4e ?
A863 AAT74
v164 v852 All sorts of continuations are possible from here, and even the auction so far
9872 ¢ could have gone in many different ways. It seems NS can make 12 tricks in ¢,
&QJ3 % AK98654 . . . . . , . .
AQUIS orin ¥ or A if played by North, but in practice | think you’ll do fine if you bid
vQ73 and make game.
+KQJ643 . N . .
o 5&is a good sacrifice for EW, but 6é is one too many against EW’s game —
HCP Makeable contracts || and it might push them into slam.
|| v|[a]|NT
14 N 6|6|6
4 11 S 6|55
11 Ef2
w2
aK2 Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
vQ532 West North East South
41085 Pass Pass
+*KQ62 le All Pass
A Q97 AJ1065
v AK v 10764 Having passed once, South might make a double in the pass-out seat, but
¢AQ362 ¢174 that’s not likely to change the outcome much — EW seem to be able to make
A4 AAB43 *103 eight tricks in diamonds or seven in no-trumps — the same score either way.
vJ98
K3
%]987
HCP Makeable contracts
oo |v[a]nNT
10 N2
19 2 s |2
9 E 2(1[2]1
W 2(1[2]1
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AQ6 Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
v AKJ986 West North East South
3 Pass
*A653 Pass 1v 2 Pass
AA9732 AKJ4 Pass 2v All Pass
vQ103 v4?2
¢ 107 +AQJ642 | think this is the most likely auction, with both sides tamed a bit by being
1097 K8
vulnerable.
A 1085
v75 , ,
©K953 North can’t really make a takeout double on the second round for fear of his
£QJ42 partner choosing spades, which he can’t tolerate.
HCP Makeable contracts
| o |[v]|a]|NT
14 N[3[-]3]-]1
6 14 s{3]-]3
6 E 2(-12
w 2-12
A 1076 Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all
vQJ43 West North East South
+108 INT Pass 240 Pass
*KQJ2 20@ Pass 2NT Pass
AK52 4AQ3 3NT All Pass
v A8 v97652
‘?0K63543 ”AGSZ ® Transfer to hearts
* * @ Completing the transfer
AJ984
v K10 N . .
+Q974 Normal bidding gets EW too high. The only hope is for the defenders to go
2987 wrong in the club suit and give you three tricks there, which is certainly
HCP Makeable contracts possible.
S| o |[v]|a]|NT
9 N -
14 11 s |-
6 El2(a]a]2]1
wl2[3]af2]1
A862 Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
v9863 West North East South
+QJ4 Pass INT Pass
+Q32 2% Pass 2¢ Pass
AKJ94 AAQ7 3NT All Pass
vAQ5 vKJ7
+83 +1072 Another hand where the normal auction gets you too high.
& AJ95 » K874
A 1053 . . . . .
v 1042 In this case South has to either lead a low diamond at trick one, or lead a high
o AK9ES one and switch to a low one at trick two. Otherwise the diamond suit will be
2106 blocked and EW have nine tricks on top.
HCP Makeable contracts
a|o|v]|aNT
5 N
15 13 S
7 Els[2]3]5]2
wls|2]3]|5]2
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AAKQ9 Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
v10 West North East South
¢32 1v Pass
+AK10542 INT 2% Pass Pass
4183 462 24 24 3e 34
vKQ2 vA964 All Pass
4J10876 ¢ AKQ4
*J8 Q63 . . .
210754 Q Actually the auction could have gone many different ways, but this is one
v18753 route to the top spot.
¢95 . . . .
297 Note that although East was intending to rebid 1INT, when the auction is at
Hep Makeable contracts 1| the two level he is not strong enough to rebid 2NT.
| 6| v|[a]|NT
16 N[3]-]-[3]-
8 15 s{3]-]-]3
1 E 3|1 1
W 3|1 1
AQ97 Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all
vK9642 West North East South
+KQJ5 Pass
A Pass 1v Pass 4
AKJ863 41042 All Pass
v- vJ103
¢ 108742 ¢ A6 The South hand is a bit strong to bid 4 ¥, but none of the alternatives are very
*J94 +KQ1086 . . . . , .
MAS satisfactory and this has the benefit of ensuring you don’t miss game.
vAQ875
493
%7532
HCP Makeable contracts
|| v|[a]|NT
15 N 2(s5|-]2
5 10 S 2(s5|-]2
10 Ef1 2
w1 2
A542 Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
vJ104 West North East South
\4 Pass Pass 1v 2¢
+KQJ932 Dble Pass 2v Pass
4AQ1098 4K3 24A/Pass All Pass
v52 vKQ8763
¢76 410532 ., . ,
10765 A West’s hand isn’t strong enough to bid 2 A over South’s overcall, so the usual
~76 thing is to make a takeout double intending to rebid 2 4 on the next round. In
VA9 this case though, you might just be content with letting partner play in 2 for
* AKQ984 the same score.
84
HCP Makeable contracts || Bidding on to 3 ¢ as South would be a bad idea: even if you aren’t doubled,
| ¢ |v|a]|NT|| two off when vulnerable is -200, which is worse than defending almost any
8 Nj2|1 part-score.
6 12 s|2]1
14 E 2|2
W 2|2
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a84 Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
vK West North East South
+KJ10653 24 2w 3¢
Q743 3w Pass 4v All Pass
AJ10765 A K93
vQ32 VAl6543 The rule with pre-empting is to bid as high as you dare on the first round and
-:-(K1J98 ;22 then shut up! For those of you playing weak twos in diamonds, that means
AAQ2 opening 2 ¢ with the North hand, raising to 3 ¢ with the South, but not being
v 1087 tempted to bid any more after that.
48742
%1052
HCP Makeable contracts
| 6| v|[a]|NT
9 N 2 -
9 16 S 2
6 Ef1 5|43
w1 ARE
AAJ53 Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all
vA1092 West North East South
*A76 Pass le
+105 Pass 1v Pass 3w
4Q84 AK3762 Pass 4v All Pass
vQ5 vJ83
4843 ¢J5 . . . . . . .
This is a hand where an experienced pair using cue-bids might expect to bid
17642 Q98 L . . N
A10 6%, which is a good slam, but | doubt if you will get a bad score from bidding
VK764 the higher-scoring game and making twelve tricks in it.
¢ KQ1092
% AK3
HCP Makeable contracts
|| v|[a]|NT
13 N[2[6]6[3]5
5 7 s|2]e|6]3]>5
15 E
W
AAKJ974 Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
v2 West North East South
+Q653 1%
*97 2 24 3 3v
4Q52 #1086 Pass >
v76 v Q104
k2 984 West might well make a takeout double instead of overcalling 2& (there’s
*AQ1064 +KJ85 . . . . .
a3 always a bit of a risk in overcalling a five-card suit at the two level), but
v AKJ9853 whatever EW do isn’t likely to make much difference on this hand.
¢ Al07 . . . - .. .
| think North is the one with the difficult decision on the second round, but in
*32 . . . . . . .
Hep Makeable contracts || Practice if he bids anything (rather than passing) NS should end up in a major
% | ¢ | v | a|NT|| suit game, either one of which can make with an over-trick.
10 N[1]4a]|s5][5]2
12 6 s|1]afs]|s5]2
12 E
W
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AA10854 Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
vJ3 West North East South
¢ AK9 2v 24 Pass 44
*QJ7 All Pass
aKJ AQ9
v Q238642 v105 The West hand is a bit border-line — 1%, 2 ¥ (if weak) and Pass are all
105 ¢18642 possibilities. Whatever call is chosen, NS are likely to end up in 44 and make
*AS4 *10963 eleven tricks
A7632 '
v AK7
+¢Q73
K82
HCP Makeable contracts
S| o |v]|a]|NT
15 N[3|[2]1]5]3
10 3 slal2]2]5]5
12 E
w
AKQ1082 Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all
v 86543 West North East South
*A Pass le Pass
107 2% Dble 24 2v
4143 495 3e All Pass
v- vAJ97
+973 +KQl>4 The North hand isn’t good enough to open, but having passed on the first
& AKJ8542 Q9 . . .
MATE round can take the opportunity to show both unbid suits on the next round,
vKQ102 either by doubling or by bidding an Unusual 2NT. Perhaps you play that?
410862 ) N
263 South may sell out to 3 ¢ because of the diamond length, but the winning
HCP Makeable contracts || action is to bid on to 3¥... but no higher.
S| ¢ |v]|a|NT
9 N 3[1
9 13 s 3|2
9 E|3]3 1
w|3](3 1
A AK Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
vA74 West North East South
¢ AQ9843 Pass Pass
%107 Pass le Pass 1v
4843 4Q10652 Pass 3e Pass 3NT
¥ Q10986 v) All Pass
+10 ¢J2
+Ql63 ~97 *A9842 South should respond in a major suit before supporting diamonds, and after
vK532 North rebids 3 ¢ showing about 16-18 points and a good six-card suit, 3NT
*K765 seems like a good spot. It’s best to be played by South because of the
K5 “positional” club stopper: having West on lead means they can’t lead through
Hep Makeable contracts || the K5, which would cause problems if the other defender had the &%A.
oo |v|a]|NT
17 N 513|-15/| Nodoubtsome will end up in diamonds, but even though they should make
> 10 8 2 1 5 3 1 > 1| their game they will find that those in 3NT score better.
wl1|-[-]1
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a987 Board 19 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vKQ75 West North East South
+K975 2w
%54 24 4w 44 Pass
AAQJ105 AK32 All Pass
v8 vJ4
¢ 108 +AQ642 The South hand is a bit weak, but the vulnerability suggests bidding, and
+A10873 aG4 +Ka when North adds to the pre-empt by jumping to 4 ¥ it makes it very hard for
v A109632 EW to investigate a slam. The diamond finesse needs to work for twelve
03 tricks to be made, but that is to be expected after this auction — South is
2962 known to be weak with long hearts, so any high cards in other suits are more
Hep Makeable contracts 1| likely to be in North’s hand.
| 6| v|[a]|NT
8 N 1 -
11 16 S 1
5 El6]4 6|1
w64 6|1
A K106 Board 20 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
vJ95 West North East South
+QJ93 Pass Pass 14 Dble
*K87 Pass ANT All Pass
A842 AAQJ973
v10743 vAQ6 South has a shortage in the opponents’ suit, tolerance for all the unbid suits
¢872 ¢4 and opening values, so a takeout double is called for. Some people will tell
+Q62 *1095 you that you should have four cards in the other major for this, but it’s not
:isz essential if the hand otherwise fits the description.
;2321265 In this position North’s INT can be slightly stronger (about 7-10hcp) than it
P Vakeable contracts 1| would be in response to an opening bid, but South doesn’t really have
%] e ]v]|a]|NT|| €nough to go on. East might bid spades once more and would probably be
10 N[4]4]2]-[3]]|lefttoplaythere.
2 . - 2 41412 - 3 1| The table on the left says that 3NT can be made, but | think that would be
W 1 hard in practice.
A )109754 Board 21 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
vQJ9 West North East South
¢Q95 Pass Pass 1v
*A Pass 24 Pass 4a
42 4Q83 All Pass
v105 vA84 Here is another example of a hand (North’s) that might be opened with 1 s,
;:(?;623 ;j(115974 2 A (if weak) or Pass.
AAKE One interesting point, if you do pass the North hand, is that jumping on the
vK7632 next round not only shows a hand that was close to opening, but also one
o A3 that has a bit of a fit with partner’s suit. That knowledge makes it easy for
2752 South to bid the game.
HCP Makeable contracts || When it comes to the play, declarer should lead the aJ to try to induce East
% | ¢ | v | a|NT|| to cover or give the game away by thinking whether or not to cover. If East
] 10 o ’: j ? ; plays low smoothly (well done!) you should just go up with a top spade and
14 1311 play another top one. Wrong on this occasion, but with the odds, and in
w|3]|1 practice | expect most Easts to have given away the location of the aQ.

Page 9 of 12




Really Easy Pairs - 17" October 2014

aJ42 Board 22 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
v8 West North East South
¢Q10984 1v Pass
*A872 1a Pass 2% Pass
4K1063 405 4v All Pass
vJ109 v AKQ764
;ﬁ‘j: ;;1093 Once East rebids a second suit, he is known to have at least five hearts so
AAO8T West can just go to game, making the value bid of 4%. Exactly eleven tricks
v532 are there for the taking.
¢ K652
»54
HCP Makeable contracts
| o |[v]|a]|NT
7 N 2 -
13 13 S 2 - -
7 Ef3[-[s5]1]1
wl3|-[|s5|1]1
A52 Board 23 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
v7432 West North East South
49643 Pass
+KQ10 14 Pass 3a Pass
A AJ1098 AKQ43 4a All Pass
v K98 v AJ106
‘j(7Qe ”31205 A nice straightforward bidding sequence after which the important thing in
* a6 * the play is to avoid losing a heart trick. Rather than hoping to guess which
vas way to take the heart finesse, the solution is to set up two diamond tricks and
o A872 discard a heart from hand on one of them. Your third losing club can be
#A9854 trumped in dummy.
HCP Makeable contracts
S| o |[v]|a]|NT
5 N[1]1
14 11 s{1]1 - -
10 E 3(al1
w 3(a1
A)53 Board 24 : Dealer West : Love all
v Q109842 West North East South
¢ A5 1a Pass 24 3¢
%382 All Pass
AAQ974 AK862
vie VK73 It’s hard to see how NS might reach 4, which the table on the left tells us
+64 #9283 they can make, but perhaps some brave soul will be rewarded for bidding at
*KQo4 *653 some stage with the North hand.
a10
v A5
¢ KQJ1072
S AJ107
HCP Makeable contracts
a|o|v]|aNT
7 N[-[3]a 2
12 6 sl1]3]al-]2
15 E 2
w
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Notes
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We have various other forthcoming Really Easy events planned that
might be of interest to you:

Really Easy Autumn Break
24" — 26" October 2014, Wroxton House Hotel, Nr Banbury

Really Easy Afternoon at the Year End Congress
27" December 2014, London

Really Easy Spring Break
6" -8 Mar 2015, Wroxton House Hotel, Nr Banbury

Really Easy Summer Break
26™ — 28" June 2015, Days Hotel, Bournemouth

Really Easy Congress, with First Step and Next Step events
17" - 20™ August 2015, Hilton Metropole Hotel, Brighton
http://www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/brighton-really-easy-congress

For more information about any of these events, please contact
Dawn 01296 317219 dawn@ebu.co.uk or
Peter 01296 317203 peter@ebu.co.uk
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