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1 INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the English Riviera Congress in Torquay.  Numbers for this year are 
expected to be up to 30 teams in the Swiss Teams event and up to 40 tables in 
the Swiss Pairs event. 

2 TIMES OF PLAY 

Friday Swiss Teams, Session 1 
 4 x 7-board matches  2:00pm  - 6.00pm 

 Swiss Teams, Session 2 
 3 x 7-board matches  8:00pm  - 11:00pm 
 
Saturday Swiss Pairs, Session 1 
 3 x 7-board matches  11:00am - 1:45pm 

 Swiss Pairs, Session 2 
 4 x 7-board matches  2:15pm  - 6:00pm 

Sunday Swiss Pairs, Session 3 
 5 x 7-board matches  11:00am - 4:30pm 

 with a short break after two matches 

3 CATERING 

Light refreshments will be available in the playing area. 

The Bay Brasserie on the lower floor will be open for meals during our breaks 
on Friday and Saturday. 
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4 BRIDGEMATES 

North (or South) is responsible for entering the contract & result into the 
Bridgemate, and East (or West) verify the entry by pressing the ACCEPT button. 

It is best to enter the contract, declarer and lead at the end of the auction – this 
saves time, reduces the risk of entering the wrong board number, and ensures 
the lead is fresh in your mind. 

Entering the lead accurately not only provides extra information of interest to 
players, but can also assist the scorer in resolving errors of data-entry.  

Results should be entered before the next board is played, East or West must 
be allowed to accept the result, and both sides should have the opportunity to 
review other scores. 

It is an offence to attempt to access the TD screen or change a score in the 
Bridgemate without calling the TD. 

Bridgemate UK is the EBU’s “Official Wireless Scoring Provider” 

5 SWISS TEAMS, FOR THE “WING TROPHY” 

This is a standard 1-day Swiss teams event, playing 7 x 7-board matches.  Teams 
should draw for a starting position on arrival from 1:15pm onwards. 

5.1 Master Point awards 

0.25 Green Point per match won (0.13 for a draw), 

Bonus Green Point ranking awards to the top one-fifth of the field as follows: 
1st 4; last award receiving position 0.25; awards for intermediate positions in 
accordance with the standard EBU congress formula. 

5.2 Prizes 

Prizes are quoted in terms of £ per team and will be awarded to the top four 
teams as follows: 1st £220, 2nd £160, 3rd £120, 4th £80. 

Leading non-expert team (no Premier Regional Master or above) outside the 
main prize-list:  £80. 
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6 SWISS PAIRS 

This is the focal point of the Congress; a Swiss Pairs event played over two days 
(three sessions), comprising 12 x 7-board matches in total.   

Assignments will be made on a current round basis. 

Pairs should draw for an initial starting position from 10:30am on Saturday. 

The event is stratified into three categories: 

A)  at least one member of the pair is a Premier Life Master or above. 

B)  at least one member of the pair is a Premier Regional Master or higher 

C)  neither player is of the rank Premier Regional Master. 

There are exceptions for overseas players and others, see 
https://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/official-documents/Stratificaiton 2019.pdf 

6.1  Master Point awards 

0.25 Green Point per match won (0.13 for a draw), with bonus Green Point 
ranking awards as follows: 

 Main ranking list (categories A, B and C combined): a top award of 6.00 green 
points, with a minimum award of 1.00.   

 Categories ‘B’ + ‘C’ combined ranking: a top award of 3.00 green points, with a 
minimum award of 0.50. 

 Category ‘C’ only ranking: a top bonus award of 1.50 green points, with a 
minimum award of 0.25. 

 Awards for subsequent places on each of the stratified lists will be in accordance 
with the standard EBU congress formula.  Awards will extend to the top quarter 
of the field on each list. 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/documents/official-documents/Stratificaiton%202019.pdf
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6.2 Prizes 

 Prizes are quoted in terms of £ per pair and will be awarded as follows: 

 Main prize list (all three categories combined) 8 prizes. 

 1st £260, 2nd £200, 3rd £160, 4th £120, 5th £100 6th £180, 7th £60, 8th £40. 

 ‘B’ and ‘C’ list combined - 3 prizes: 1st £80, 2nd £60, 3rd £40. 

 ‘C’ list - 1 prize only: 1st £40. 

7 GENERAL NOTES 

7.1 Systems and conventions 

You are required to have a pair of identical completed EBU20B system cards, 
which you should exchange with your opponents at the start of each round.   

If you do not have two completed system cards, you will be provided with 
blank system cards to fill out before play may continue, receiving a score of 
average minus for any boards unplayed due to the time lost in doing this.   

Since all competitions in this event are Level 4 you must use EBU system cards 
– you may not use WBF convention cards. 

7.2 Prizes 

All prizes will be directly credited to the member’s EBU account, and may be 
redeemed at any time on application to the EBU.  The prize values quoted 
assume a certain level of entry, and are subject to alteration should the actual 
entry be significantly different from that originally envisaged.  An appropriate 
announcement would be made before the half-way stage of the tournament in 
question should this eventuality arise.  

7.3 Special circumstances 

General EBU regulations apply in relation to any matter not detailed in these 
conditions (e.g. protest time).  However, any conditions, whether they be 
general or specific to this competition as set out in this programme, may be 
varied upon the special instruction of the Chief Tournament Director in order to 
accommodate any unforeseen circumstance and in order to facilitate the 
smooth running of this Congress. 
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7.4 Issue of Master Points and ranking lists 

All Master Points will be awarded by direct credit and will appear on your record 
within a month of the event. 

Ranking lists will be displayed on the EBU website at www.ebu.co.uk. 

7.5 Appeals and protests 

If any player is unhappy with a ruling and believes that a review of that decision 
may be in order, then speaking to the appeals advisor first is recommended. 
The advisor will indicate whether a formal appeal might be appropriate, based 
on the problem as presented. 

Please note that this service is not intended to replace the proper appeals 
process but simply to supplement it.  No player is required to use the service.  
An appeal may be lodged without first taking independent advice, and an 
appeals committee will never enquire (nor wish to know) whether any such 
advice has been sought. It follows that advice that you should lodge an appeal 
does not guarantee that your appeal will be successful. 

The deposit for an appeal is £20 in a pairs game and £30 in a teams game.  
Deposits are usually returned unless the appeal is deemed to be without 
foundation. 

Neil Rosen will be available to act as appeals advisor should the need arise. 

7.6 Tournament Host 

Gayle Webb is the Tournament Host for this event.  If you need any help in non 
bridge-related matters, or wish to discuss any aspect of the tournament, she 
will be happy to speak to you, and should be available at the start and end of 
sessions. 

7.7 Best behaviour at Bridge 

Please be nice to your partner, be pleasant to your opponents and be polite to 
the Tournament Directors. Otherwise you may well be given a penalty! 

7.8 Telephones 

Please switch off your mobile phone. If you must have it on for emergencies, 
switch it to silent and leave the playing area before answering it. You may not 
use any electronic communication devices nor use electronic cigarettes in the 
playing area. 



 

Summer congresses 
 

Eastbourne Summer Seniors Congress 
5th -7th July 

Devonshire Park, Eastbourne 
 
 

Scarborough Summer Congress 
24th - 28th July 

Scarborough Spa Complex 
 
 

Summer Festival 
Friday 2nd – Sunday 11th August 

Devonshire Park, Eastbourne 
 
 

Northern Midweek Congress 
20th – 22nd August 

The Old Swan Hotel, Harrogate 
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English Bridge Union 
Broadfields, Bicester Road 

Aylesbury HP19 8AZ 
tel:  01296 317200  •  fax:  01296 317220 

email:  postmaster@ebu.co.uk 
website: www.ebu.co.uk  

To contact EBU staff at an event, please use 
the Tournament mobile:  07780 673522 

 

mailto:postmaster@ebu.co.uk
http://www.ebu.co.uk/

