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Joan Kenny and Teresa Rigney 

Joan is a retired Maths teacher from Ballinrobe who is now hooked on BBO.  
She would be very happy to “pull a pint” for any visitors to Galway in the 
family licensed premises – thus doing her bit for “The Gathering”.  Joan has 
played on four previous Lady Milne teams, once with Brid Kirby, twice with 
Emer Joyce and once with Teresa and numerous European and World 
Championship teams. 

Teresa has “hung up her boots” after a long career as a teacher of 
Mathematics at a Dublin Secondary school for young ladies.  With retirement 
has come a greater facility to relax, so detention for those who don’t know 
their system is no longer on the cards!  She is a recent convert to things 
technical, like BBO, where she lets her husband Enda (or anyone else within 
range) do the setting up for her. 

Teresa has played on four previous Lady Milne teams – once with Maureen 
Pattinson, twice with Heidi Lillis and once with Joan.  She has also played on 
a Camrose team with Jill Kulchycky – one of only 2 ladies pairs involved in the 
Camrose in modern times; she also played with Jill in the European 
Championships in Croatia last June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mary Finn and Jill Kulchycky 

Mary is another computer whiz who has taken to wandering all over Ireland in 
the last few years – essentially where the work takes her!  Originally from 
West Cork – where lots of great people started out – she now lives in Sligo.  
Mary has played in 6 Lady Milnes before this year – once with the late Joan 
Crowley,  four with Ena Cleary and one with Jill. 

Jill is recently retired from a career in logistics and lives in Bray.  When not 
playing bridge, Jill enjoys gardening and golf. The claims she has made to 
enjoy para-gliding in her spare time have been discounted; instead she is 
President of the Bray Horticultural Society and Secretary of the Bray Golf Club 
Bridge Section. 

Jill has played in 7 previous Lady Milnes, once with Clare Pippet, five with 
Helen Carroll and once with Mary; she too has the distinction of playing on a 
recent Camrose team with Teresa Rigney. 

Both Mary and Jill have made numerous appearances on European & World 
Championship teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hilary McDonagh & Gilda Pender 

Hilary is a psychology lecturer, bridge teacher and worked for the CBAI at 
National Headquarters before retiring to Ballaghadereen to raise her family.  
She has represented Ireland extensively at Junior level and at numerous 
European ladies events.  She achieved great success with Rebecca O’Keeffe 
winning every Irish ladies title and many open honours.  She then developed 
a strong partnership with Anne-Marie Horan with whom she played on three 
Lady Milne teams; playing with Gilda, they have played in two European 
Championships, in Dublin in 2012 and in Croatia in 2014. 

Gilda is another computer merchant – more Project Manager style – but she 
has the distinction of having been admiral of her own fleet – of ATMs!! 
This is Gilda’s third Lady Milne – she previously played with her sister, 
Noreen, in 2006 and with Hilary in 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gay Keaveney (NPC) 

Gay is a Doctor of Chemistry in GMIT and is the holder of the highest number 
of Irish National Points (equivalent of Gold Points).  He has played 
international bridge in many European and World Events with the late Paddy 
Walsh and Rory Timlin.  He achieved European Grand Master level in 1999. 
Gay was part of the CBAI Camrose winning team in 2000 and is reserve for 
the Irish Seniors team for the D’Orsi Bowl in Chennai later this year – should 
Ireland be offered a spot!  His career as NPC has really taken off in the last 
few years, ever since his wife Eilis has retired and is happy to accompany 
him! 

Besides being a top class player, Gay has given generously of his time over 
many years to the promotion of Bridge at Schools level, organising and 
running annual Pairs & Teams competitions.  He recently retired from that 
activity and was awarded the CBAI President’s Award for 2011-2012 for that 
unselfish contribution to Bridge. 
 


