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1. Definitions 

1.1. The Conditions of Contest for the England Lady Milne Trial comprise the General Conditions 
of Contest and these Specific Conditions of Contest.  This document should be read in 
conjunction with the General Conditions of Contest. 

2. Scope of the Trial 

2.1. The England Lady Milne Trial is a trial, played under international championship conditions, 
to select three pairs to form the team to represent England for the 2026 Lady Milne Trophy, 
to be held in Northern Ireland, over the weekend of Friday 17 to Sunday 19 April 2026. 

2.2. The England Lady Milne Trial is not a trial for European or World Championships. 

2.3. The winners of the Trial and the second and third placed pairs earn selection to the England 
team for the Lady Milne Trophy 2026.  If one or more of the leading three pairs is unable to 
play in the Lady Milne Trophy 2026, the Selection Committee will select another pair or 
pairs from the trialists to complete the team. 

3. Entry Fee 

3.1. The entry fee is £130.00 per player. 

4. Eligibility 

4.1. All players must be female members of the EBU in good standing. 

4.2. All players must be eligible to represent England in the Lady Milne Trophy under the 
regulations of Bridge Great Britain. These regulations make it the responsibility of the EBU 
to provide evidence to BGB or the Director in Charge if required to do so and therefore all 
players must be able to provide a valid passport or other ID showing their gender to be 
female. 

4.3. Any player unsure of her eligibility should contact Gordon Rainsford – gordon@ebu.co.uk  

4.4. If a player loses either her good standing or her eligibility during the course of the season, 
then that player will be disqualified from further participation in the event and from 
ultimate selection to represent England.  

5. Timetable and format 

5.1. The event will comprise 10 pairs playing a single round-robin of nine 14-board matches. 

5.2. Scoring will be by ‘cross-IMPs’ divided by the number of comparisons. All results will be 
displayed correct to 2 decimal places.    

5.3. In each match the winning pair's score will be capped at 44 IMPs.  The losing pair's score will 
not be affected by this procedure. 

5.4. The Trial will be played at York Bridge Club on 24-26 October 2025. 
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5.5. The playing schedule is: 

Friday:  1900-2305 Two matches     

Saturday: 1030-1435 Two matches 
  1515-1925 Two matches 

Sunday: 1000-1405 Two matches 
  1445-1645 One match 

Minor changes may be made to the timings, at the discretion of the Tournament Director in 
Charge. 

5.6. The movement will be determined in advance and arranged so that each pair meets each 
other pair once. 

5.7. In the event of the withdrawal of pairs, the format may be varied at the discretion of the 
Committee.  

6. Systems and partnership understandings 

6.1. Systems and conventions which are authorised at ‘EBU Level 5’ are permitted throughout, 
whether or not categorised by the WBF as ‘Brown Sticker’ or ‘HUM’.  Other Brown Sticker 
methods and HUM systems are not permitted. 

6.2. WBF convention cards may be used as an alternative to EBU convention cards. 

7. Late arrival, withdrawal and slow play 

7.1. Sections 9, 10 and 11 of the General Conditions of Contest shall apply in their entirety to 
this trial. 

8. Funding 

8.1. Selection for the Lady Milne Trophy is on an unfunded basis for players, other than 
provision of uniforms. Note that there are no entry fees for the Lady Milne Trophy. 

 

English Bridge Union 
Broadfields 

Bicester Road 
Aylesbury 
HP19 8AZ 

 
Tel: 01296 317200 
Fax:  01296 317220 

Email: heather@ebu.co.uk 
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