
17 June 2026 – for 2026/27 onwards 

 

Regulations for  
‘County representative’ events 

1 Corwen Trophy 

1.1 Eligibility 
To play in the National Final, players must have primary allegiance to the County from which 
they qualifier, see https://www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/regulations/county-allegiance  

1.2 Qualification  
The Corwen qualifier can be the Major County Pairs championship – see Master Points and 
Licensing Handbook, sections 6.1.1 and 6.3. 

Otherwise the county Corwen qualifier is a one-winner pairs event, open to all eligible pairs.  
The number of qualifying pairs depends on the number of members (including Junior and 
Bridge for All members) notified to the EBU by 31st March.  The membership determines the 
number of shareholder votes, and the number of qualifying pairs is the number of 
shareholder votes plus one. 

Each County may offer substitutes for any of its qualified pairs unable to compete, and these 
will be called in on a next-in-line basis; only substitutes who have scored more than 50%. 

1.3 National Final 
Multiple Pairs events played over a weekend: 96 boards. 

2 Nine-High Corwen 

2.1 Eligibility 
Players can only qualify for their county of primary allegiance, as it stands on 1st January and 
must have NGS grade of two through nine inclusive on 1st January. 

2.2 Qualification 
There will be same number of qualifying pairs from each county as for the Corwen. Counties 
can determine their own qualification route. 

Counties can hold a qualifying event between 1st December and 30th April. 

2.3 National Final 
The National Final will be played online with one section each on BBO and RealBridge, 
scored by match points across the field.  The Nine-Corwen is played on the Saturday of the 
Corwen Trophy – 36 boards in two sessions. 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/regulations/county-allegiance
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Garden Cities Trophy 

2.4 Eligibility 
The intention of the competition is that clubs are represented by their regular players or 
established members. Players must: 

• be registered members of the club they are to represent continuously throughout 
the period commencing with the date three months before the relevant closing date, 
and finishing with the last stage of the competition in which they play; and 

• play regularly at the club or for the club or contribute to the club regularly in some 
other way (or have done so in previous years yet be unable currently to do so 
through some personal circumstance, e.g. illness, work, childcare, etc.). 

“Registered member” means a member of the club who is at all relevant times included on 
the list of members of the club registered with the EBU for the purposes of the Universal 
Membership Scheme. For the purposes of these regulations the County stage of the 
competition is considered separately from the Regional and National stages, but the 
Regional and National stages are considered as a single stage.  

Accordingly, “the relevant closing date” means: 

• for the County stages, the County’s closing date for entries to its designated event; 
and 

• for the Regional or National finals, the EBU’s closing date for entries to the Regional 
Finals. 

Players must also comply with any additional eligibility requirements stipulated by the 
County. Players are not required to owe primary allegiance to the County they represent. 
Although all players must be EBU members, they are not required to be members of the 
County they represent, provided that the relevant County regulations permit this.  

For the avoidance of doubt a club’s participation in the Regional Finals is not prejudiced by 
the fact that one or more players who have represented it in the County stages may have 
subsequently become ineligible to represent the club. Similarly, a club’s participation in the 
National Final is not prejudiced by the fact that one or more players who have represented it 
in the County stages and/or the Regional Finals may have lost their eligibility. This is subject 
to the overriding requirement that all players must have been eligible to represent the club 
on every occasion on which they did so at any stage of the competition. Players may 
participate in qualifying competitions in more than one County (subject to meeting the 
eligibility requirements of that County), but only for one club within any one County in each 
season. Having once represented a club in a qualifying competition, a player may not 
subsequently represent some other club from the same County at any stage of that season’s 
competition, but they may play for a different team from the same club at different stages of 
the event.  

Teams are limited to eight playing members in each of the Regional and National Finals, 
although the eight players playing in the Regional Final can be different from the players who 
played in the County qualifying competition and the eight players playing in the National 
Final can be different from the players who played in earlier stages. 
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2.5 County Qualification 
The county qualifying event is a teams of eight competitions with teams representing clubs.  
There may be more than one team from a club playing the qualifying event.  It is up to the 
county association if the qualifying event is open to all clubs, or the qualifying event is 
played in divisions where only clubs in the first division can qualify.  One club qualifies for 
the Regional Finals; the second placed club can play instead of the winners. 

2.6 Regional Finals 
Qualifiers from each county play in regional finals – to qualify eight teams for the final – two 
from each heat if the heats are of similar size.  If the heats are not of similar size – there may 
be different number of teams qualifying from different heats. 

The heats are all-play-all multiple teams one-day event.  If there are up to 9 teams, teams 
will play 48-50 boards. 

2.7 National Final 
Eight teams play all-play-all multiple teams one-day event: 49 boards. 

3 Pachabo Cup 

3.1 Eligibility 
To play in the National Final, players must have primary allegiance to the County they 
represent, see https://www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/regulations/county-allegiance  

3.2 Qualification 
The Pachabo qualifier can be the Major Teams Pairs championship – see Master Points and 
Licensing Handbook, sections 6.1.1 and 6.2. 

Otherwise, the county Pachabo qualifier is a teams event, open to all eligible teams.  The 
qualifying event cannot be a league with multiple divisions because teams playing in lower 
divisions cannot qualify. 

One team qualifies for the National Final – expressed in order of preference, as follows: 

1. The County is represented by the winning team, comprising four, five or six players 
properly registered in accordance with County regulations or, in the absence of such, 
prior to the final of the County qualifier. 

2. Alternatively, additional players from the runners-up team may be added to the 
winning team subject to the approval of the relevant County Association to make a 
new team of four, five or six players to participate in the Pachabo. 

3. Failing that, the County say be represented by its runners-up team, comprising four, 
five or six players registered as above. 

4. Please note that new/additional players may not be introduced after the County 
qualifier has taken place, except as may be provided for above. 

5. County Associations may stipulate an earlier time by which eligible players must 
declare their availability to the County Association for the Pachabo final. 

https://www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/regulations/county-allegiance
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6. If there is a team of 4 or 5 players formed as above who need additional players, the 
county can agree additional players to be added to the team, up to six players. 

7.  If there is no team available following the rules above, the County can nominate a 
team of four, five or six eligible players, preferably drawn from players who competed 
in the County qualifying event if there was one. 

If a county finds that it nevertheless has difficulty fielding a team, it should contact 
comps@ebu.co.uk to see if a further accommodation can be made. In particular counties 
might be allowed to enter a team jointly with another county where they would otherwise 
not be able to enter.  This applies to a county which has not entered a team and also to a 
county which has already entered a team but finds that not all the team can play and there 
are no available substitutes from the county. 

3.3 National Final 
All-play-all teams event over a weekend, with hybrid-IMP scoring. 

Duration of the event depends on the number of teams:  

• if there are 29 to 36 teams, there will be 3-boards rounds, 87 to 105 boards;  

• if there are 21 to 28 teams, there will be 4-board rounds, 84 to 108 boards. 

4 Tollemache Cup 

4.1 Eligibility 
To play in the Qualifier and/or Final, players must have primary allegiance to the County they 
represent, see https://www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/regulations/county-allegiance  

Players in the Final must have had primary allegiance to the County they represent at the 
time of Qualifier, even if they did not play in the qualifier. 

4.2 National Qualifier 
Played online over a weekend.  Teams may have any number of players. 

Teams play all-play-all in two or four groups (qualifying four/two teams from each group): 
approximately 100 boards. 

4.3 National Final 
Played face-to-face, teams have up to 12 players. 

8 teams play all-play-all over a weekend: 98 boards.  

mailto:comps@ebu.co.uk
https://www.ebu.co.uk/competitions/regulations/county-allegiance

