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PROGRAMME

First Weekend

Saturday  1.00pm Pairs Qualifier, session 1 (22 boards)
4:30pm Pairs Qualifier, session 2 (22 boards)
10:30pm  Speedball pairs — XIMP

Sunday 11:00am  Zoom: Discuss with an Expert seminar
1:00pm Main Pairs Final, session 1, 8 x 3 = 24 boards
1:05pm Secondary Pairs Final(s), session 1, 24 boards
1:10pm Consolation Pairs, session 1 (22 boards)
4:30pm Consolation Pairs, session 2 (22 boards)
4:40pm Main Pairs Final, session 2, 7 x 3 = 21 boards
4:45pm Secondary Pairs Final(s), session 1, 21 boards

Midweek

11:00am  Relaxed Pairs, nine-high, 12 boards
Everyday 12noon  Fast Pairs, 12 boards
- 2:00pm Open Pairs, game 1, 12 boards
including  3:30pm Open Pairs, game 2, 12 boards
weekends  7:00pm Open Pairs, game 3, 12 boards
9:30pm Open Pairs, game 4, 12 boards
Monday 11:00am  Zoom: Discuss with an Expert seminar

Monday - 6:000m Midweek knockout matches
Thursday s default start time
Friday 2:00pm default start time
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PROGRAMME

Progressive Congress =~ ' nexperienced players
ooking to advance
Monday 11.00am Relaxed Pairs nine high (12 boards
2:15pm Zoom: Welcome and Introduction
7:15pm Swiss Pairs — Nine High - Session 1 (5 x 4)
Tuesday 11:00am Relaxed Pairs nine high (12 boards)
2:15pm Zoom Seminar and hands (Defence)
7:15pm Swiss Pairs — Nine High - Session 2 (5 x 4)
Wednesday 11.00am Relaxed Pairs nine high (12 boards)
2:15pm EBED Pairs, followed by Zoom discussion
7:15pm Teams — Jack High - Session 1 (3 x 6 boards).
Thursday 11:00am Relaxed Pairs nine high (12 boards)
2:15pm Zoom Seminar and hands (Doubles)
7:15pm Teams — Jack High - Session 2 (3 x 6 boards)
Second Weekend
Friday 6:30pm Swiss Teams, match 1
7:45pm Swiss Teams, match 2
9:00pm Swiss Teams, match 3
Saturday 11.00am Swiss Teams, match 4
12:15pm Swiss Teams, match 5
1:30pm Swiss Teams, match 6
2:45pm Swiss Teams, match 7
4:30pm Swiss Teams, match 8
5:45pm Swiss Teams, match 9
7:00pm Swiss Teams, match 10
10:30pm Speed-ball Pairs — match-pointed pairs
Sunday 11:00am Four Stars Finals, session 1 (3 matches)
12:00 noon  Swiss Teams, match 11
1:15pm Swiss Teams, match 12
2:30pm Swiss Teams, match 13
3:00pm Four Stars Finals, session 2 (4 matches)
4:00pm Swiss Teams, match 14
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the 2020 EBU Summer Meeting, the 53" summer congress and the
first to held online on Bridge Base Online (BBO), which has been hosting online
events for EBU and many (virtual) clubs since March.

There is a range of events: the main pairs and teams on the two weekends,
midweek sees a return of the midweek knockout, and the ‘Really Easy’ Congress
has become the Progressive Congress. The regular EBU 12-board pairs games
continue throughout the Summer Meeting. There will be additional Speedball
pairs on both Saturday evenings.

We welcome your comments about this congress, see the website for submitting
feedback.

EBU staff will help you with any queries regarding the meeting Telephone enquiries
can be made between 10:30am and 1:00pm on 01296 317203/219. Alternatively,
you can email us at comps@ebu.co.uk.

System Cards

You are required to have a BBO system card available to your opponents.

Best Behaviour at Bridge

Please be nice to your partner, be pleasant to your opponents and be polite to
the Tournament Directors. Otherwise you may well be given a Disciplinary
Penalty!

Bridgebase Online (BBO)

Bridge Base Online (BBO) is a website, launched in April 2001, offering free online
multiplayer bridge play. Anyone can register and play for free and it is common
to find thousands of players. Since March this year BBO has been the main place
for bridge to be played throughout the world.

Thanks to BBO for their support in hosting the EBU online Summer Meeting.
Prizes

All prizes will be automatically credited in BBS to the member’s BBO account, and
may be redeemed at any time on application to the EBU. The prize values quoted
are subject to alteration should the actual entry differ significantly from that
originally envisaged.
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Split Tie Procedures

A tie for first place will be split in accordance with standard EBU procedures if
necessary. Tied places share any prize awards equally, except where stated
otherwise, even though the tie may be split for other purposes.

Special Circumstances

EBU regulations apply in relation to any matter not detailed in these conditions
(e.g. protest time). However, any conditions, whether general or specific to the
Summer Meeting as set out in this programme, may be varied by the Tournament
Director in charge in order to accommodate any unforeseen circumstance and to
facilitate the smooth running of the congress.

Issue of Master points and Ranking Lists

All EBU Master Points will be awarded by direct credit and will appear on your
record within a month of the end of the congress. Ranking lists are available
from our website at www.ebu.co.uk.

The Summer Meeting Hub

Once again we will report results, information and assignments on the Summer
Meeting Hub at https://www.ebu.co.uk/summer-meeting-2020

We would be interested in any exciting hands or amusing stories that would be
suitable for the Summer Meeting Hub. Please contact the Communications

Officer Sam Kelly sam@ebu.co.uk
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FIRST WEEKEND

PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP

Saturday 1:00pm and 4:30pm (approx); Sunday from 1:00pm and
4:30pm

Pairs Championship in conjunction with Mind Sports Olympiad — we welcome
participants from overseas — players unfamiliar with EBU regulations should note
the sections at the end of this booklet: ‘Permitted Systems and Agreements’ and
’Alerting/Announcements on BBO'.

Qualifier

On Saturday there is a 2-session qualifier, run as a single long session with a break
in the middle, starting at 1pm — 2x22 boards.

Finals

On Sunday, two or more all-play-all pairs events for those qualified from the
previous day. Starting at 1pm but the secondary final(s) may be delayed if there
are ‘no shows’ for the main final.

8 tables in each the main two (or more) finals - 15x3 board rounds played as
Howells with a break in the middle. Altneratively the finals can be 12 tables,
playing 23 x 2-board — depending on numbers.

Consolation

Alongside the finals on Sunday, there will be a consolation event for all pairs who
did not qualify for the finals. Starting soon after 1pm, when the finals are
complete.

The consolation event will be of similar length to the finals, probably the same
format as the qualifier.

Master Point awards
EBU Green points for the qualifier and each final and the consolation event.
Prizes

Prizes in BBS, size depending on entries.
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SPEEDBALLS

The regular EBU fast games at noon (12-boards) continue throughout the meeting
— see Midweek Individual Ladders.

Late-night speedballs at 10.30pm on the two Saturdays — 16 boards each, IMP
pairs on the first Saturday, match-pointed pairs on the second Saturday. Unlike
previous years there will be master point awarded and they will count for the
NGS.

THE MIDWEEK KNOCKOUT

Format

The format will be either double-elimination, if numbers are suitable, or single-
elimination (straight knockout) with a plate competition. All teams will play at
least two matches. Teams may consist of up to six players.

Teams will be drawn and set up their own 24-board matches, played daily with a
default start time of 6:00pm. Teams are free to schedule earlier or later in the
day, by mutual agreement. If numbers are too large, the final stage will carry on
in to the following week; alternatively, more than one match may be played in a
day. Instructions will be sent to teams captains with the draw for the first round.

Master Points

Awards per match won, increasing in the later rounds — depending on format.

MIDWEEK INDIVIDUAL LADDERS

Open Pairs will be played as part of the EBU regular games at 2pm, 3.30pm,
7:30pm and 9pm.

The Midweek Open Ladder will be decided by an individual player’s performance
in the 20 games played on Monday to Friday— with the best six performances
counting.

The Midweek Fast Ladder will be based on the EBU fast games at noon: best
three results from the five games on Monday to Friday.
Master points: Blue Point awards for both ladders.
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PROGRESSIVE CONGRESS

Learn - Play - Connect
Introduction

We will combine the current relaxed Pairs sessions with an opportunity for
players to play in a congress in a less competitive environment. Each morning at
11.00am there will be a 12 board relaxed Pairs session.

On Monday afternoon the will be welcome meeting on Zoom, with an
introduction to online etiquette, robots, etc. This will be followed by a fun quiz
for participants.

On Monday and Tuesday evenings, we will run a Swiss Pairs event for players up
to NGS 9. On Wednesday and Thursday evenings we will run a teams event for
players up to NGS Jack. You may enter your own team or we can match you with
another pair. If you would like to compete in these events but have no partner,
please contact comps@ebu.co.uk.

If you sign up for the Swiss Pairs or the Teams events and two Relaxed Pairs
sessions during that week, you are invited to join the Zoom tutorials (free of
charge).

Morning Relaxed Pairs

The EBU regular Relaxed Pairs will continue throughout the Progress Congress on
Monday to Thursday at 11.00am; each consisting of 12 boards and restricted to
players ‘nine high’.

Zoom Seminars

On Tuesday and Thursday afternoon there will be seminars on Zoom, with hands.
Topics: Defence (Tuesday), Doubles (Thursday).

Swiss Pairs

A two-session event on Monday and Tuesday evening, restricted to ‘Nine High’.

Each session will consist of 5 x 4-board rounds.

EBED Pairs

On Wednesday afternoon there will be the EBED Pairs, followed by Zoom meeting
to discuss.
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Teams

A two session event on Wednesday and Thursday evening, restricted to ‘Jack
High'.

The teams event may be Swiss or not depending on numbers who sign up.

Each session will consist of approximately 18 boards, for example: 3 x 6-boards
matches, if Swiss.

Master points and Prizes

Master points: Blue Points on Regional Scale.
Prizes: depending on entries.

MORNING SEMINARS
DISCUSS IT WITH THE EXPERTS

Zoom along at 11:00am on Sunday and Monday

Discuss the previous day’s hands from the Pairs Championship
with an invited expert and others from the audience

2020-07-31 10




Summer Meeting — online — 2020

SECOND WEEKEND

CHAMPIONSHIP SWISS TEAMS

Four Stars Holders: David Mossop, Paul Hackett,
Justin Hackett, Jason Hackett
Mayors Cup (‘B’ Final) Holders: Artur Malinowski, David Herman,
Waseem Nagqvi, Hussain Adam Ali
Brighton Bowl Holders: Tom Townsend, Bernard Teltscher,
Phil King, Kevin Castner, Mark Teltscher
Friday 6:30pm; Saturday 11:00am and 3:00pm;
Sunday 11:00am “A” & “B” finals as well as Brighton Bowl Swiss Teams

Format

The tournament is a straightforward Swiss Teams event, playing 8-board
matches, but with matches set up by the team captains themselves, so each
match plays different boards. Teams may consist of up to six players.

At the end of the tenth match on Saturday evening, the top 16 teams at that
stage will cease to play Swiss Teams and will go forward into one of the all-play-
all Four Stars finals. The leading 8 teams will go into the ‘A’ final and the next 8
teams will go into the ‘B’ final. Any tie within the top 16 places at the end of
Saturday will be split as explained below. There is no carry-forward score into
the finals.

The Swiss Teams and both finals will be scored by conversion of match scores to
Victory Points, using the WBF continuous scale.
https://www.ebu.co.uk/laws-and-ethics/vp-scales

The format of each final is a full round-robin of 7 x 8-board matches. The
timetable is as follows:
11:00am - 2:30pm, 3 matches; and 3:00pm — 7:40pm, 4 matches

All other teams continue to play in the Swiss Teams, for the Brighton Bowl.

2020-07-31 11
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Instructions

Teams will set up their own matches on BBO

Team captains will receive a copy of the teams roster with BBO user names
by email. This will also be available from https://www.ebu.co.uk/

Matches of 8 boards each (with a break on Saturday): 60 minutes per
match:

The ‘Home’ team is responsible for setting up the match.

If the ‘Away’ team has more than four players or your line-up is not
NS: 1+2, EW: 3+4 then the ‘Away’ captain must message the ‘Home’
captain immediately so they know who to ‘invite’.

Triangle matches will be set up by the TD. Wait for the TD to get in touch.

The winning captain (or the Home captain in the event of a draw) should
email the IMPs scores for both teams to the TD as soon as the match is
over and the result appears in BBO.

Subsequent draws and current scores will be available 5 minutes before
the round starts from: https://www.ebu.co.uk

Master Point awards

To reflect the status of this event within our calendar, enhanced awards of 0.42
Green Point will be awarded for each match won in the Swiss or Four Stars final
(0.21 for a draw), plus bonus ranking awards as follows:

i) The Four Stars ‘A’ final: 1st 12 Green Points, 8th 4. Awards for intermediate

places in accordance with the standard EBU congress formula.

ii) The Four Stars ‘B’ final: 1st 6 Green Points, 8th 2. Awards for intermediate

places in accordance with the standard EBU congress formula.

iii) The Brighton Bowl Swiss Teams: awards to the top third of the field,

including the 16 teams playing in the two finals.

Example: an original entry of 132 teams equates to 44 ranking awards, so
awards to 28th place in the Swiss. 1st 3 Green Points, last award receiving
position 0.50. Awards for intermediate places in accordance with the
standard EBU congress formula.
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Prizes (in terms of BBS per team)

Prizes will be awarded to all teams in the two finals, and to the top 4 teams in
the Brighton Bowl. All prizes will be in BBS and will be based on the size of the
entry

In addition, prizes will be awarded in each of two special categories to teams
finishing outside the main prize list. The special categories are:

Non-expert The leading two non-expert teams finishing outside the main prize
list will receive a prize.

A non-expert team is defined as a team no member of which holds the rank of
Premier Regional Master or above based upon points earned (regardless of
whether registered or not) as on the first day of the Swiss Teams.

No player presently or previously based overseas for any substantial period of time
can be eligible within this category, and neither can a player who has represented
his/her country at any level (including Under 26 or Under 20 level) in any British,
European or World Championship.

Junior The leading two junior teams finishing outside the main prize list, but
still scoring above average, will receive a prize. A junior team is defined as a team
no member of which had reached their 25™ birthday by 315t Dec 20109.

No team may win more than one special category prize. Should a team be eligible
for two such prizes, then the prizes will be allocated in the way which causes the
higher placed other teams to receive such a prize.

A special prize winner finishing in the main prize list will receive either the main
prize or the special prize, whichever is the higher.

Tied positions share equally any prize awards due, even if the tie has been split for
some other purpose (e.g. to determine a trophy winner). In the case of a 2-way tie
for the last prize receiving position in the Swiss, both teams shall receive the full
prize due: should three or more teams be involved in the tie, then all such teams
shall receive an equal share of 2 x the basic minimum.

PAIRS GAMES: INDIVIDUAL LADDER

Open Pairs as part of the EBU regular games at 2pm, 3.30pm, 7:30pm and 9pm.
The Second Weekend Pairs Ladder will be decided by an individual player’s
performance in the eight games on Saturday and Sunday — with the best three
performances counting. Master points: Blue Point awards.

2020-07-31 13
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GENERAL CONDITIONS

PROTEST TIME

Protest time in respect of any match expires at the times shown below. Once
protest time has expired, no subsequent request for a ruling, nor any appeal of a
ruling already received, will be entertained. Furthermore, no score corrections
will then be made even if the published score is subsequently found to be
incorrect.

e In a single-session event, and the last session of a multi-session event:
20 minutes after the conclusion of the session.

e All but the last session of a multi-session event: start of the next session.
In the Swiss Teams Championship, the sessions start with matches 1, 4, 8,
11.

e Exception: on both Saturdays the protest time for the second session for
any change to affect qualification to the finals on Sunday is 20 minutes
after the conclusion of the session.

e For appeals, the time limits above refer to the session in which the ruling
was given, which may be later than the session in which it was first sought.

SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS

Swiss Teams

Any tie which exists within the first sixteen places at the end of the third session
will be split as outlined below, as will a tie for first place overall in any of the three
events, although any prize awards or Master Points due will be divided equally.

e The first test is the result of the head-on match between the tied
contestants, provided that all the tied contestants have played against
each other.

e  Failing that, matches won will decide (a draw in Victory Points is a half-
win).

e Failing that, ‘Tie-break Points’ will decide in respect of a tie arising in a
Swiss event (i.e. something other than an all-play-all event). Tie-break
Points are the sum of the final scores obtained by each of any given team’s
set of opponents.
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For example, team A has played against X, Y and Z. Team X has a final
score of 50, team Y has 40 and team Z has 30: team A has a Tie-break Point
score of 120. The team with the largest Tie-break Point total would win
the tie on this basis (if the results of the previous tests are inconclusive).

e  Failing all that, details of all further methods of splitting a tie are available
on request.

UNDOs

In the open pairs events, there are no UNDOs in the auction. In all events, there
are no UNDOs in the play.

UNDOs are allowed

In the teams events, UNDOs are allowed in the auction for genuine ‘misclicks’ —a
‘misclick’ corresponds to a ‘mechanical error’, see Law 25A2. The time limit on
corrections in Law 25A does not apply — UNDOs are allowed even if partner has
called as long as the situation has not got completely out of hand.

When enabled, UNDOs should also be requested (and allowed) when there has
been a correction of a mistaken explanation and Law 21B1 (a) allows a non-
offending player to change the last call by their side.

UNDOs not allowed

When UNDOs are not allowed in the auction, Law 25A does not apply. There will
be no adjusted score or other rectification for ‘misclicks’, however obviously
unintended.

When UNDOs are not allowed, and there has been a correction of a mistaken
explanation, Law 21B1 (a) does not apply. The TD will rule under Law21B3, as if it
had been too late to change the call by the non-offending side.

Kibitzers

Kibitzers will not be allowed in any event, including teams events. In arranging
matches, captains cannot agree to allow kibitzers.

Table History

BBO records all table history including ‘private’ chat between individual players at
a table. This can be accessed by the TDs but the TDs will only use this information
for the purposes of ruling on the game.

TDs can observe (as kibitzers) at any table, but anything they see is subject to the
same restriction as the information from table history.
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PERMITTED SYSTEMS AND AGREEMENTS
EBU Level 4

All events in the Summer Meeting except the Progressive Congress are EBU
‘level 4’ for permitted systems and agreements.

Level 4 is defined in detail in the EBU Blue Book (section 7). Level 4 is
comparable to WBF Category 3 but allows some 2-level openings which would
WBF ‘brown sticker’ and restricts 1 of a major opening to be natural.

Summary

e 1Cand 1D openings can be various sorts of ‘catch all’ bid: natural or
‘natural and balanced’ or ‘club or diamonds or balanced’

e 1Cand 1D can be strong artificial

e 1C can be either/or: strong artificial or limited natural or balanced.

e 1H and 1S must show at least 4 cards

e 1INT can be natural (not ‘unbalanced’). 1NT can also be strong artificial.

e 2-and 3-level bids can be a mixture of weak and strong (or just weak or
just strong) — suit bids must either show or deny the suit bid in the weak
meanings.

e WBF ‘Brown Sticker’ overcalls are not permitted — overcalls’ can be
artificial but must have an ‘anchor’ suit, including two-suited overcalls.

e From the response to the opening bid, there are no restrictions on the
meaning of call by either side.

Progressive Congress: Level 2

All events in the progressive congress, including the regular relaxed pairs games,
are ‘level 2’

Level 2 allows straightforward agreements with no multi 2Ds or two-suited
openings, see Level 2 summary (PDF).

In these events, we expect that Acol will be the dominant system, although simple
five-card majors systems are allowed.
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ALERTING/ANNOUNCEMENTS ON BBO

All alerts are made by the player making the call, not their partner.

This is done by the player entering an explanation/description in the Alert box
before making the call — similar to announcements in face-to-face bridge.

Which calls are to be alerted/announced/explained should include all calls that are
alerted or announced face-to-face in the EBU. But online there is no problem with
over-alerting because partner does not see the alerts, and players are encouraged to
alert/explain, see EBU online alerting agreements.

Players should:

Alert/explain bids and passes with artificial or unexpected meaning —
alert/explain if in doubt.

Alert/explain the minimum length of short-suit bids, and other distribution

Alert/explain the range of NT opening bids, overcalls, responses and rebids; and
alert/explain responses to NT bids, including Stayman and transfers

Also alert/explain if a INT opening bid can have a singleton (by agreement)
Alert/explain weak bids which may sound strong
Doubles should be alerted and explained unless

- Itis a takeout double of a natural suit bid
- Itis a penalty double of a NT bid or an artificial suit bid.

Above 3NT, bids and passes continue to be alerted/explained if artificial or
unexpected

However, doubles (and redoubles) above 3NT follow the face-to-face rules:

- Alert/explain doubles of a suit bid that are lead-directing but ask for the
lead of a suit other than the suit doubled

- Alert/explain doubles of no trump bids that ask for the lead of a specific
suit

English Bridge Union
Broadfields, Bicester Road
Aylesbury HP19 8AZ

telephone: 01296 317200
e-mail: postmaster@ebu.co.uk
website: www.ebu.co.uk
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