Bidding good hands after a 1INT opening

Aug 2005

Suit bids after a INT opening

When partner opens INT it is useful to know that partner will have at least a doubleton in
your long suit. If you have a six-card suit, the partnership must have at |east an eight-card
fit and game in the mgjor isusually best, so just bid it!

aJ7
vA104
¢ QJ96
*#KQ82

AaKQ9532
vJ3

¢+ K53
&A3

INT 4a
With six spades, just bid 4a. Even if partner only has two
little spades you will have a play for the contract.

With afive-card suit, you need partner’s help to decide the final contract.

aJ7 AaKQ953
vAl04 vJ3

¢ QJ96 ¢ K53
*KQ82 ®*A43
aJ7 AaQ3
vAl1l04 vKQ953
¢+ QJ96 ¢ K53
»KQ82 &A43

INT 3a

3NT

3a asks partner to raise with three or more spades and bid
3NT otherwise.

INT 3w
de

Stayman is useful after aINT opening for finding a4-4 maor suit fit. But there are some
hands where responder has afive-card magjor and where Stayman might be used. | asked
my students to think of some hands with afive-card major that would fit the auction |

given.

a A85 AJO432
v74 vKQ3
¢+ QJ96 ¢ K53
*+KQ82 *AJ

INT 2

2¢ 3NT

With game going values but a poor five-card suit, East bids
as though the spades were only four cards long. East uses
Stayman and raise spades if partner bids them, otherwise

bids 3NT. Without the ¢ K, East would use Stayman and bid just 2NT over 2¢ or 2v.

a AB85
v74

¢+ QJI96
«KQ82

aKQ42
v KJ1053
42
&A3

INT 2«

2¢ 3v

3NT

Since 2+ denies afour-card major, 3¥ must show five
hearts. It isforcing and asksthe INT bidder to choose

between 3NT and 4v. To bid like this East must have four spades or the response would

have been an immediate 3v.

aA85
vQ74
¢+ Q65
«KQ82

aKQ42
v KJ1053
42
&A3

INT 2
2¢ 3v
4e

3v asks partner a question. With three hearts, please bid
4w, but with only two hearts bid 3NT. Partner will know

you have four spades to follow this sequence. Occasionally partner might use this
information to make an unorthodox raise to 4« on a doubleton.



aAJ5
vAQ
¢ J65
%»0Q8652

aKQ42
vKJ753
42
&A3

aAJ

vAQ6
¢ 8653
% Q862

AaKQ942
vKJ753
*2

& A3

INT 2«

2¢
4e

3v

Knowing East has spades and hearts, West will do best to
raiseto 4v on astrong doubleton. Bidding 3NT with such
poor minor suit stoppers could be dangerous.

INT 3a

3NT 4

With five cardsin each mgjor bid the spadesfirst. If partner
denies three or more spades by bidding 3NT, then bid 4.
INT won't be opened with two doubletons, so if the INT
bidder has only got two spades, they must have at least three hearts.

aJ5
vAQ32
¢ J65

2 KJ72

AaKQ942
v5
*2
A Q9653

can be madein clubs.
Aswe saw last time, much the same bidding can be used over a2NT opening bid

aJ103
vAS84
¢+ AKQ5
sAK?2

AaKQ942
vJ975
62
63

INT 3a
3NT 4«
5&

The second long suit will sometimes be aminor. It
would be a shameto go down in 3NT when 11 tricks

Z2NT 3
3e 3a
4a

When the 2NT opener denies afour-card mgjor, the 3a
bid must show five spades and, since Stayman was

used, four hearts as well. Note that 3NT might go down if the defence hold up their aA
until the third round, as there is no entry to cash the long spade. But 4a should always

make.

A 103 aKQ942
vA84 v QJ1053
¢+ AKQ5 *3
*«AK2 %98

2NT 3a

3NT A4e

With 5-5in the majorsit is correct to respond with 3a
and continue with 4 to show the two long suits.

Of courseif responder has lots of points the bidding might go

2103
vA84
¢ AKQ5
2 AK?2

AAKO942
v QJ1053
*3
%J8

2NT 3a

3NT (617

This shows a strong hand with at least 5-5 in the two
suits.



