
EBU Schedule of Standard Penalties 
 
 
 
Covering Note 
 
The White Book sections 90 and 91 contain some general guidance on procedural 
and disciplinary penalties and some specific examples.  The intent is that 

- The general guidance here will be incorporated into those sections in the WB. 
- The specific penalties here will become an Appendix to the WB, and any 

specifics currently in the WB (e.g. 90.4.1) superseded by these will be 
removed. 

- This guidance will become official as of 1st August 2012 
 
Introduction 
 
These penalties are meant as guidance not as regulation. They may be adjusted for 
either mitigating or aggravating circumstances, which should be explained to the 
players at the time (“You are the country’s most irritating player” is, sadly, not an 
objective reason to increase a penalty). The objective is to increase consistency of 
application, so that players cannot complain that they were penalised when, in 
identical circumstances, other players were not. 
 
Disciplinary penalties (DPs) increase for additional offences during the same event. 
A congress with multiple different tournaments is considered to be one event for this 
purpose.  Procedural penalties (PPs) generally do not increase in the same manner. 
PPs are given to a pair or team (or a person in an individual event). DPs may be 
given to an individual, a pair or a team. 
 
When a warning is given it should be made explicit what the consequence of another 
offence will be: another warning or a penalty. Most penalties are only given after an 
initial warning, although some serious offences are subject to immediate penalty.  A 
‘warning’ is defined to include any announcement to the room as a whole that (for 
example) any BB@B offence will be subject to an immediate penalty.  
 
Key: W: Warning, PP: Procedural Penalty, DP: Disciplinary Penalty, DQ: 
Disqualification, R: Referral to the Regulating Authority (L&EC or the Tournament 
Committee for EBU-run events) for possible further action. 
 
A ‘rule’ is either a Law, a Regulation or part of the Conditions of Contest (CoC).  
Generally there is no reason to distinguish between them. 
 



 
1. Interfering with the smooth running of the event  

This section covers problems caused by ignorance or carelessness. Deliberate 
actions are covered under ‘Behaviour’ below. 
 
Action First 

Offence 
Second 
Offence 

More 

Not scoring a board (written traveller/electronic scorer) W W PP 
Not completing the session in the electronic scorer W W PP 
Incorrectly scoring or agreeing scores  None W PP1 
Arriving late for a (pairs) session2  W PP PP 
Slow play W3 PP PP 
Misboarding: passing on the wrong 13 cards PP PP PP 
Misboarding: passing on a hand without 13 cards W PP PP 
Not arrow-switching None4 None None 
Not noticing incorrect duplication (hand not matching 
the curtain card) 

PP PP PP 

Causing a board to be unplayable e.g. by sitting at the 
wrong table, the wrong way 

W5 PP PP 

Not handing in Swiss Teams results as the winning 
team / not agreeing scores 

W W PP 

Leaving the table unnecessarily, repeatedly W6 W PP 
Refusing to play a board/complete a round DP DQ/R n/a 
Leaving the event early (without permission and 
without good cause) 

PP/ R7   

Not turning up for an event you have entered without 
notification 

None/R8 None None 

 
 

                                                        
1 Usually no penalty for multiple offences; only a penalty if the TD believes the player is being negligent 
or deliberately awkward 
2 Arriving late for a teams match is usually covered directly in the CoC.  
3 Any board lost through slow play or late arrival will be scored as Ave+/Ave- . The CoC may have 
additional penalties for slow play, particularly in elite events. 
4 As long as the board can still be played 
5 If one pair is clearly at fault (rather than just careless) they may be given a PP for a first offence.  If the 
sitting pair at a table does not check they have the right opponents this merits a warning only for the first 
offence. Making a board unplayable by scoring on the electronic scorer against the wrong board number 
and seeing the results from a board not yet played is scored Ave-/Ave- assuming both pairs had the 
chance to stop the error (N/S when scoring, E/W when agreeing the score). 
6 If this does not interfere with the smooth running of the event then usually no penalty is given; however 
e.g. taking cigarette breaks and returning late for the next round will eventually be subject to penalty 
7 Leaving before the last board(s) of a session (e.g. to catch a train) is usually subject to a PP as well as 
Ave- on any boards not played unless the TD agrees that the person leaving has a good, and 
unforeseen, reason. It is normally considered acceptable to leave a multi-session quali/final event 
having not qualified for the next round as long as the TD is notified in time to manage the movement.  
For KO events (e.g. the Spring Foursomes) there is no additional penalty for leaving after being knocked 
out. 
8 In general there is no penalty (other than an administration fee if you entered late); not turning up for 
events with pre-qualification such as the National Pairs Final or Corwen will be included in the TD’s 
report and may be referred to the Regulating Authority as it means that another pair has been prevented 
from playing and there is usually a detrimental impact on the movement.  



 
2. Not conforming to the Laws or the Regulations 
This section covers breaching the rules through ignorance or carelessness.  These 
penalties are in addition to any adjustment on a board. Deliberate disobedience is 
covered under ‘Behaviour’ below – a ‘second offence’ here means the same pair 
breaching the same regulation but with respect to a different call.  Once a pair has 
been told, for example, that a particular agreement is illegal then continuing to play 
the agreement is covered by section 3.  
 
Use of UI: Breaches of 16C1 and 73C 
In UI cases the TD may adjust based on a breach of these Laws. If it is a matter of 
judgement what the UI has suggested, or what the Logical Alternatives actually are, 
then it is normal not to give a PP in addition to (or instead of) adjusting the score (the 
purpose of score adjustment is to provide rectification only).  If, however, the TD 
believes that both 

- The player concerned was aware of these Laws and their consequences; and 
- The player took what every person consulted believes is obviously not a legal 

action (e.g. passing in a forcing auction), 
then he should apply a PP, independent of whether or not he adjusts the score. 
(Note that a score adjustment affects both sides, while a penalty only affects the 
score of the offending side.) 
 
In some cases a penalty of double (or more) of the standard amount is merited, if the 
TD believes that a player deliberately broke the Law. 
 
 



 
 
Action First 

Offence 
Second 
Offence 

More 

Incomplete disclosure of methods W PP PP 
Failing to alert an alertable call W9 W PP 
Deliberate use of UI10 PP-DQ   
Incomplete convention card11 - inexperienced or 
irregular partnership 

W PP DP 

Incomplete convention card – regular partnership W/PP12 PP DP 
Playing an illegal agreement W/PP13 PP DP 
Not observing the STOP regulation W W PP 
Red (‘fielded’) psyche PP14 PP PP 
Not announcing correctly None W PP 
Making gratuitous or misleading remarks during the 
play of the hand 

W PP DP 

Not shuffling before replacing cards in the board None W PP15 
Not calling the TD once an irregularity is pointed 
out/making up your own ruling 

W PP16 DP 

Deliberately misleading an opponent during the play 
e.g. by a hesitation 

DP   

Deliberately concealing an irregularity (e.g. a revoke, 
lying about methods) 

DP / R DQ  

Deliberately playing in an event for which you have not 
qualified17; playing under the name of another member 

DQ / R   

 
 

                                                        
9 If the pair concerned clearly know that the call is alertable a penalty may be given for a first and 
second offence. 
10 Deliberate use of UI (e.g. from hearing something from another table) should usually be penalized in 
addition to any adjustment.  See the note on the previous page. 
11 A CC is ‘incomplete’ for this purpose if it does not have the opening NT range and 2-level responses, 
1- and 2-level openings, any artificial defensive bids or responses, or opening leads, signals and 
discards filled in correctly.  
12 If an incorrect or incomplete card causes damage at the table, the TD should usually give a PP as 
well as an adjustment on the board if the pair concerned are known to be a regular partnership. If the 
TD announced at the start of the event that two CCs were compulsory, this may be considered to be the 
warning. 
13 If the pair would be expected to know that the agreement was illegal then it is reasonable to give a 
penalty for the first offence.  (See OB 10 A 10.) 
14 The standard score adjustment for a CPU/red psyche is 60/30 at matchpoints i.e. Ave- plus an 
additional penalty.  The penalty can be higher. (See OB 6 D 3.) 
15 There is usually no penalty for this; only if it is causing inconvenience to another table or there is 
some suspicion that they are using the cards to communicate. 
16 The TD uses his judgement whether to penalise both pairs, or if it is clear that one pair have 
intimidated another into not calling the TD, one pair only. 
17 ‘Not Qualified’ either through insufficiently good results or e.g. through not being a member of the the 
relevant club/county. Doing this accidentally still results in disqualification but usually no further action 
will be taken. 



 
3. Behaviour 
 
NB: The BB@B guidance suggests that congratulating partner for a well-played hand 
is a breach of BB@B because it is gloating. A genuine compliment to partner is not 
considered a misdemeanour. 
 
These offences need the most discretion from the TD because it is often not the 
words used that offend but the manner in which they are spoken.  
 
In many cases the TD may consider both pairs at the table at fault and may penalise 
both, not necessarily by the same amount. TDs should be wary of giving a larger 
penalty to one pair “because they started it” as the actual initiator may not be 
obvious; things often escalate from what may have been intended to be an innocent 
or humorous remark.  
 
It is easy to commit many of these offences at the same time. This would usually be 
treated as one offence, the most serious.  This list cannot be exhaustive, the closest 
category should be used (for example, ‘Tearing up an appeal form’ would come 
under ‘being rude to the TD’). 
 
Bad behaviour may be brought to the TD’s attention by someone other than the 
players concerned.   
 
Note that it usually only ‘public’ behaviour that is penalised. Arguments, swearing or 
offensive remarks between members of a partnership or team are usually considered 
to be a private matter unless either 

- The player insulted complains to the TD himself, or 
- The player causes offence to, or inconvenience, other players at the same or 

nearby tables 
 
Offensive remarks, swearing, etc can still be subject to disciplinary action or referral 
to the L&E if they take place away from the playing area (e.g. in the bar after play 
has completed) but penalties would usually only be applied if the person directly 
insulted complained (it would have to be exceptional for a third party complaint to 
result in any action). 
 
It should be extremely rare for a first offence of any kind to merit immediate 
disqualification. When given a warning or penalty for a first offence, the TD should be 
clear if the next offence will lead to expulsion from the event, or if any actions will be 
reported to the L&EC with a request for further disciplinary action. 
 
Spectators or other non-players may also behave badly.  Under Law 76A, the TD has 
the right to ban any spectator from the playing area. However, even if a player is 
‘responsible’ for a spectator (e.g. a relation) they should not be penalised for the 
spectator’s behaviour unless they are also deemed to have caused it.  



 
 
Action First 

Offence 
Second 
Offence 

More 

Deliberately & knowingly breaching the laws18 DP DQ / R  
Swearing/being rude to partner in public W19 DP DP+ 
Swearing or being grossly offensive to the TD, 
opponents, an appeals consultant, the tournament host 
or a member of an appeals committee 

DP DP DQ 

Arguing with the TD W DP DP+ 
Shouting at anyone DP DP DQ 
Violence or other physical intimidation of any form (e.g. 
throwing a drink at someone) 

DQ / R   

Ignoring opponents through long post mortem / not 
starting the next board (general BB@B breaches) 

W DP DP 

Throwing cards/scorecard/pen etc across the table DP DP DQ 
Not paying attention as dummy (reading, txting20 etc) W PP21 PP 
Mobile phone or other electronic device going off PP22   
Inconveniencing nearby tables (scoring up loudly, not 
passing boards etc) 

W23 PP PP 

Shouting/swearing at paid staff at the venue (e.g. 
waiters, bar staff, hotel receptionists) 

R24   

Breaching venue regulations (e.g. taking own 
refreshments into the playing area against hotel rules) 

W R25  

 

                                                        
18 This includes repeating breaches of the rules in (2) above having already been instructed by the TD 
not to e.g. not alerting having been officially told that a call is alertable.  
19 Partners are considered to have chosen to play with each other. A complaint from their opponents or 
other tables that they are reducing other players’ enjoyment of the game (or if that is the case in the 
TD’s opinion) usually results in an initial warning followed by penalties.  
20 Texting as dummy may also breach the mobile phone regulations 
21 Often a penalty would not be applied unless there is a complaint 
22 This is often explicitly covered in the CoC for the competition, which take precedence. 
23 Scoring up in such a way that it prevents another table playing the board is usually subject to a 
penalty for the first offence. 
24 This is not usually a matter for the TD to deal with but if the Chief TD thinks it may jeopardise our 
relationship with the venue then it should be referred to the L&EC. 
25 See note 21 


