About the EBU by Jeremy Dhondy

The Attraction
of Online Bridge
My name is Jeremy Dhondy and I am the Chairman of the English Bridge Union.
This column is to answer questions or comments about the EBU that you might have.
If you have a comment or a question I would be happy to hear from you. jeremy@mrbridge.co.uk

Q
A

What is the attraction of
online bridge and why do
players participate?

Like many activities, bridge
is subject to change. In my
experience, players are quite
often resistant to change.

Online watching
Most bridge players have a computer
in the house and growing numbers
have smart phones or tablets. If this
is not your thing you can, of course,
feel free to ignore bridge online. The
first area in which bridge has changed
is for those who like to watch bridge.
World Championships contain the
best players in the world but the events
were remote from England with no
realistic way of watching what was
going on. There are now services such
as BBO (Bridge Base Online) and
more recently Funbridge, who show
major championships wherever they
are in the world.
I first noted how popular this might
be when I was in Monaco in 2003 and
in the audience for the very exciting
final stages of the Bermuda Bowl. The
result depended on the very last board.
There were several hundred people in
the audience but over 14,000 watching
online and that was 14 years ago.
Several tournaments in England are
also covered. The software is free and
participation is also free.
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Online playing
People are busier than ever these days
and quite a few of those who play
bridge find that family life and work
get in the way. Rather than give up
bridge because going to a tournament
or club night is just not possible, one
can take part in an online game. The
EBU tried BBO three or four years
ago but the games did not bring a
high enough number of players to be
viable. One reason for this might have
been the Americanisation of the game
so we have recently started another
game, this time with Funbridge (www.
funbridge.com). You can get their free
app at the Play Store (Android) or App
Store (Apple) on your mobile device or
download their free software on a PC
or Mac. If that sounds like gibberish,
then a shorthand is that it works on
pretty much any device. You have the
opportunity to play four-card majors
with a weak no-trump, if that is your
preference and there is no need to find
a partner or teammates as the other
players are perfectly behaved robots.
You can play a casual game lasting
only four boards if you wish or play
in a tournament. You get given some
free hands when you first register
so you can practice before starting
out on a tournament. Tournament
games, which last 20 boards, cost €2
and give master points for those who
are successful. You don’t have to be an
EBU member to play, although you do

if you want masterpoints. So, if you
have a sleepless night or an afternoon
off you can play. I still like face to face
bridge, but if I am on the train and have
a Wi-Fi connection then I’d prefer this
to solitaire or reading depressing news
headlines. There is a review of it at
www.ebu.co.uk/node/2822#cost if you
would like more detail.

Join the club
As well as the online game there is
the online club. Bridge Club Live is
a UK based operation and many of
the players are British and not robots
at all. This system charges an annual
fee (you can also join on a monthly
basis) but games thereafter are free.
If you register as an EBU member
then master points are given and as
a member you can get a 50 day free
trial to see if you like it. BCL also has
a forum where you can ask questions
and make comments.
The world of the forum has taken
off in recent years and one forum at
www.bridgewinners.com went into
meltdown at the point where a number
of international players were accused of
nefarious practices. Suddenly a dozen
or 20 comments a day turned into so
many that a new server was required to
stop the website from crashing.
The EBU runs an annual online
knock out competition (with a plate
competition for early losers). It starts
in January.
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