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On-iine Bridge Booms during Lockdown In Cheimeford!
Foundad in 1952, Chaimeford Sridge Club facad potentisl collapse In
March 2020, In the face of the pandemic. Chalrman, Vaidie Poter, faced a
diiemma: Should Chaimeforg Sridge Club close Its goors, 3¢ six oer
Cheimeford based bridge clube had done, or re-invent Rself and embrace
the chalienge that the Covid pandemic presanted?

Sridge online seemed 10 offer come aRematives to the face-t0-face game,
€0 Cheimsford SC decigad to put Its faith In technoiogy ana deveiop the
club around It Yet this was no light cacislon. With moet players aged
between 60 and 9C y2ars old and barely famillar with tachnology, all and
sundry facsd quite 3 chalkange
For instance, Ann, 3 player in her S0¢, sworz she would never play brigge
oniin2. Sut ehe not only masterad the game on her IPad but 3leo taught
gome of her &0 -0¥] frisnds t0 play.
Audrey, alsoinh not only masterad the game, but want on %o direct
and nelp iaunch 3 naw vic20-83wy ¢ brigge piaying piatform cakied
ReaiSndge. A product of the pandamic, RealSndge hae allowad bridge
playars 10 emuiate the true face-1o-face game
The epin-off hae not only been the chance to piay a graat game with riands
during lockdown, but hae also given many 2igerly folk confidence to use
tachnology for Zoom calis, shopping and other nacessary activisies.
nds2d he take-up of on-line Sridges has baen Incragbly popular, &0 It was
nct long before Chelmsford moved from just 3 Monday night Clud to offenng
bridge piay to members almeet every day of the weak. And get this,
Cheimeford Sridge Club 2ven ran 3 session on Christmas Day 10 suppon
memters who wer2 £3dly slone and had s2en a3l the raruns on TV.
One piayer g3ld: 1 like the scope of piaying whenaver Fm freS 10 do £0.
VWhis! | enjoy the discipline of piaying 3t 3 regular time 3t 3 raguiar ciub, |
3ls0 now have acc2ee 10 other Clubs within my local area. So | woula dafk-
nitely €3y that oniine bricge has been my savicur durng lockaown.”
Another 3id: *| don't grive, there-
fore | r2ly on friends to taks me 1o

: Clube 1 ueualy piay out
f this, It Is great being
3bie to piay online, particularly
Real Briage, 3s contact with oter
peopée is €0 important Though |
would like 1o be abie to play at my
raguiar clubs, | am certainly glad
to have the opportunity to play
Independently, without neecing
rely on the kindnass of friengs.”
Although many players are
looking forward to getung back to
face-to-face bridge, nearly
everyons expects to continus

: to piay oniine 35 well.
Surely an online beidge player if A friznay ciub, Chaimetord now
ever there was cne? caters for 2very lyps of playsr

with membars ranging from compiete beginners and improvers to thoee
who have repreganiad bridge 3t both 3 county and nasonal kevel. That said,
everyone Is walcome and they ook forward 1o meating you 3l

o)

To leam mara of to leam Sridgs visit
https:iwww.bridgewsbs.comichsimsford
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BRYLCREEM —THE PERFECT HAIRDRESSING

READ ALL ABOUT MOTTY

TURNING 60 ON PAGE 29

*Shall we pu our in the fruitbowd next, arf-arf?*
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