After a leisurely walk through town on Sunday morning with my father, which included
bacon sarnies at my preferred Preston Park café and a stop for tea at the Pavilion Gardens
café in the beautiful south coast weather, we arrived at the Metropole in time to hear a bit
of David Burn’s “Discuss it with an expert” seminar. It was well attended as always, and if
you are relatively new to bridge | highly recommend it to you.

Something David said reminded me of a hand | played in the final match of Saturday
afternoon’s session. | held as North:

a AJ

v KQas
¢ QUB542
76

After three passes, | opened 1 ¢, partner responded 14, and my 2 ¢ rebid ended the
auction.

My LHO led the &K and dummy came down with:

a Q9642

v Je
o ATO7T
+ Q103

a AJ

v KQ5
¢ QJB542
£ 76

| enquired of West as to their lead style before asking for the three of clubs from dummy.

If you are new to the game, | can’t stress this highly enough: take advantage of all the
information provided to you in the auction. All three hands had passed to me, so | knew the
18 hcp in the opponents’ hands were divided relatively evenly.



Given the lead, | already suspected the King of Diamonds was with West. | was planning to
investigate the hand more fully by finding out who had the ace of hearts, when lo and
behold, at trick two East switched to a trump.

This rather irked me and | turned to my left hand opponent and said (though | know that |
shouldn’t) “the question is whether you are good enough to switch to a trump from the king
here”.

Anyway, | rose with the ace and took a losing spade finesse. Now came the heart switch and
his partner understandably returned a heart...

| cashed the ace of spades and drew trumps, ending in South and discarded my losing club
on the queen of spades, for the loss of only three tricks - +130 and 83.5% of the match-
points.

a AJ

v KQ5

¢ QUB542

. 76
» 10853 a K7
v A10932 v 874
e K v 963
+ 942 + AKJB5

________________________ a Q9642

v J6

¢ A107

+ Q103

As to the comment from David Burn, it had to do with choosing a line of play that suggests
your opponents have made an error: it is probably not a good idea to POINT IT OUT!!!

Enjoy our 47" Annual Summer Gathering, all.

Matthew Kime, 14™ August 2013



