
Spring Fours 2016 – Bulletin 1 – Brian Senior 
 
High-Level Bridge 
 
The first session of the 2016 Schapiro Spring Foursomes featured a  number of lively 
deals, leading to some important high-level bidding decisions. For Paul Hackett and John 
Sansom, the action started on their first board of the tournament, when they had to find a 
vulnerable seven-level sacrifice against an opposing slam. 
 
Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul. 
   ♠ 9 7 5 
   ♥ 7 
   ♦ A 8 2 
   ♣ K 10 9 7 6 2 
 ♠ K Q 10 6   ♠ A J 8 3 2 
 ♥ Q 8 6 4   ♥ A K J 10 9 5 3 
 ♦ 9 7    ♦ – 
 ♣ Q 5 3    ♣ J 
   ♠ 4 
   ♥ 2 
   ♦ K Q J 10 6 5 4 3 
   ♣ A 8 4 
 
 West  North  East  South 
 Helness Hackett Wennevold Sansom 
 –  3♣  4♥  5♦ 
 5♥  6♦  6♥  7♦ 
 Dble  All Pass 
 
That's quite a frisky 3♣ opening at this vulnerability, one we might be more likely to expect 
from a junior than from one of the pillars of the England Senior team. Paul, however, is just 
entering his second childhood. In competition, Ida Wennevold and Gunn  Helness bid to 
the cold heart slam and Sansom duly took the save. 
Helness led a top spade and, understandably, did not realise that her partner held five 
cards in the suit so continued with a second spade. Sansom ruffed, drew trumps and got 
the clubs right to escape for only one down and –200. 
In the other room, Anton Gunnarsson and Erik Rynning bought the hand in 5♥, making 
+680 for 10 IMPs to the Hackett team. 
  



Team Penfold picked up a double-digit swing on this next deal. 
 
Board 37. Dealer North. N/S Vul. 
   ♠ A K Q 10 9 4 2 
   ♥ K 8 5 3 
   ♦ – 
   ♣ 10 2 
 ♠ 3   ♠ J 8 6 
 ♥ 6   ♥ J 10 2 
 ♦ A J 10 9 7 6 5 4   ♦ K Q 2 
 ♣ A 8 6   ♣ K Q 9 3 
   ♠ 7 5 
   ♥ A Q 9 7 4 
   ♦ 8 3 
   ♣ J 7 5 4 
 
 West  North  East  South 
 Karaivanov   Trendafilov 
 –  1♠  Pass  1NT 
 5♦  All Pass 
 
 West  North  East  South 
   Brian S   Nevena S 
 –  3NT  Pass  4♦ 
 5♦  Pass  Pass  5♥ 
 Pass  5♠  6♦  Dble 
 All Pass 
 
At our first table, North opened at the one level and South responded 1NT. When Kalin 
Karaivanov leaped to 5♦, judging correctly that his opponents were about to bid to a major-
suit contract, North was unwilling to be bullied into bidding at the five level so 5♦ bought 
the contract. Karaivanov would have been charmed by the sight of dummy's two minor-suit 
king-queens and soon chalked up eleven tricks and his contract for +400. 
In the other room, Brian Senior opened 3NT, a good four-of-a-major bid, and Nevena 
Senior responded 4♦, asking him to bid his suit (4♣ would have asked opener to transfer 
into his suit). West overcalled 5♦ but, when that came back to her, Nevena competed with 
5♥, pass or correct. Sure enough, Brian converted to spades, but East judged correctly to 
take the save in 6♦. Nevena doubled and Brian cashed a top spade then switched to a 
heart for down one and –100; 11 IMPs to Penfold. 
 


