
Spring Fours 2016 – Bulletin 2 – Brian Senior 
 
Round Three 
 
The third set of Round Three featured a number of interesting deals. Nevena Senior got 
this first one right to earn a big swing for her side. 
 
Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul. 
 
   ♠ A J 7 
   ♥ K 
   ♦ A 7 5 3 
   ♣ K Q 10 7 2 
 ♠ 10 8    ♠ Q 9 6 3 
 ♥ J 9 8 6 4 2   ♥ Q 7 3 
 ♦ 10 8 4    ♦ 9 6 
 ♣ 8 5    ♣ A J 6 3 
   ♠ K 5 4 2 
   ♥ A 10 5 
   ♦ K Q J 2 
   ♣ 9 4 
 
Nevena was declarer as South in 6♦ on the lead of the nine of hearts. She won the bare 
king and crossed to hand by playing a diamond to her king. The four of clubs went to the 
eight, king and ace, and back came a trump. She won in hand, drew the missing trump 
while remaining in hand, and led the nine of clubs. West followed with the five and now 
came the key moment of the hand. 
If West started with four clubs to the jack, running the nine would be the winning action, 
while if East had begun with ace-jack to four, the pips were such that going up with the 
queen then taking a ruffing finesse would bring home the contract. The third option was to 
win the queen then ruff a club, succeeding when the suit was three-three or East had ace-
jack doubleton and, if this did not establish the clubs, fall back on bringing in four spade 
tricks. 
The combination play may be superficially attractive, but spades three-three with the 
queen onside is only be a little over a one in six chance. Nevena decided to trust West's 
club peter as an honest count signal. She went up with the queen and continued with the 
ten, running it when East played low. When that proved to be the winning club play, there 
was no longer any need for the spade finesse and the slam was home. 
  



The winning defence was not always found on this next deal. 
 
Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul. 
   ♠ J 
   ♥ A K 7 
   ♦ Q J 7 6 
   ♣ 10 9 8 6 5 
 ♠ 9 8 6 3   ♠ A K Q 7 5 4 2 
 ♥ 8 3 2    ♥ 10 6 5 
 ♦ 10 9 6    ♦ 5 
 ♣ A 7 3    ♣ K Q 
   ♠ 10 
   ♥ Q J 9 4 
   ♦ A K 4 3 2 
   ♣ J 4 2 
 
 West North East South 
 Pass Pass 1♠ Dble 
 2♠ Dble 4♠ Pass 
 Pass Dble All Pass 
 
South led the king of diamonds and North followed with the six, reverse count. The auction 
had been quite revealing – North was far more likely to hold four diamonds than two for his 
responsive double, and might have bid a four-card heart suit rather than double. South 
therefore switched to the queen of hearts and the defence took three tricks in that suit for 
down one. 
Four Spades was made at many tables. Where East opened 4♠ he was known to have a 
long suit but there were not the same inferences to be drawn from North's bidding as he 
had, of course, passed throughout, and several Souths attempted to cash a second 
diamond. Where South, for example, led the ace of diamonds and collected an attitude 
signal from partner, the diamond count was unknown and it was easy to go wrong.   
This next one proved to be too difficult for me, but perhaps it should not have been. 
 
  



Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul. 
 
   ♠ 7 4 2 
   ♥ 10 2 
   ♦ 10 3 
   ♣ A K Q 8 5 4 
 ♠ 10 9   ♠ K 6 5 3 
 ♥ J 9 5 4   ♥ A K 8 6 3 
 ♦ A K 8 5 2   ♦ 6 
 ♣ 10 2   ♣ J 9 6 
   ♠ A Q J 8 
   ♥ Q 7 
   ♦ Q J 9 7 4 
   ♣ 7 3 
 
 West North East South 
 – – – 1♦ 
 Pass 2♣ Dble Pass 
 3♥ All Pass 
  
Playing Acol, I had a comfortable 2♣ response to the 1♦ opening, and East doubled to 
show the majors but then declined West's invitation to game. 
I led the king of clubs, getting a reverse-count three from partner. I continued with two 
more rounds of clubs to promote a trick for partner's heart queen, but declarer discarded a 
spade on this trick and we had only one spade trick to come; just made for –140. 
The winning defence is to switch to a spade at trick two. South must cash a second spade 
trick then switch back to clubs and now the third club promotes the queen of hearts into 
the setting trick. 
North should get it right by thinking of what did not happen in the bidding as well as what 
did. The key is South's pass over 2♣ doubled. Surely she would have rebid a six-card 
diamond suit? Once South is placed with only five diamonds, she is virtually marked with 
her actual 4-2-5-2 shape – we must assume that West has four hearts for his jump 
response to the double. And once South is marked with 4-2-5-2 shape, the importance of 
cashing whatever spade tricks are available before playing the third round of clubs 
becomes clear. 
Despite the misdefence, the board had a happy ending for us as this was the auction in 
the other room: 
 
 West North East South 
 – – – 1♦ 
 Pass 1NT 2♥ Pass 
 4♥ 5♣ Dble All Pass 
 
N/S were playing two-over-one and North responded an ugly 1NT. When his opponents 
got to 4♥, he felt obliged to bid again and saved in 5♣. That was doubled and four top 
tricks in the red suits followed by a third round of diamonds promoted a trump trick for 
down three and –800. 
 


